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Abstract

“The Lazic War: Landscape, Space, Resources” explores the military and socio-economic
history of Caucasia, Near East and the Byzantine Empire in late antiquity and early medieval
periods. This study will examine geography and environment of the Lazic Kingdom based on an
in-depth and comparative analysis of contemporary and period sources. It demonstrates how
natural environment of Western Georgia has changed since the Lazic War and how conducive
natural conditions could have been to large-scale military operations. This thesis provide
insights into military resources the warring sides had utilized, where they were acquired and
how they were transported; what lines of communication the warring sides relied upon and
how large their armies could have been considering natural constraints of Lazica; what
fortresses and towns were crucial to each side and how they were defended, supplied and
maintained. This study also examines how terrain and natural environment had impacted
military tactics and strategy and how they shaped military objectives that belligerent sides had
set and pursued. This research contributes greatly to the advancement of the field of military
history in Georgia. It will open fresh venues of research and encourage other historians, by
utilizing similar approaches and methods, to re-examine other military conflicts in the history of

Georgia.



