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Abstract

The paper intends to explain the reasons of rivalry between Iran and Saudi Arabia. On the
basis of the religious differences, states are trying to involve neighboring state in regional

conflicts to reach their strategic goals.

The paper will be focuse on to answer of the following research question: What are the
motives for Iran and Saudi Arabia involving in Middle East conflicts? The research intends to
examine and support the following hypothesis: The main reason for the rivalry between the

states is to obtain hegemony in the region.

The main methodology used during the research is “case-study”. Through analyzing
different literature and sources the paper will come to conclusion that states are trying to

expand their influence in the Middle East region by proxy wars.

Key words: Proxy wars, Hegemony, Sectarianism.



