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Abstract

The present work is results of the survey conducted in Thbilisi 202 public school. The study
guestion was "the connection between the level of anxiety and the degree of independence
among the pulils with visual impairment, on example of Thilisi # 202 Public School". There is
very little number of studies in this area, so the need of scientific research of the issue is
great. The purpose of the research was to determine whether there was a link between the
level of anxiety and the degree of independence in pupils with visual impairements. As well
as, to understand how these two variables are affected by the factors such as: age, sex,
condition of vision (low vision / blindness), place of residence (living at residential school, living
with parents).

The survey was carried out in several stages and included both quantitative and qualitative
methodology. In order to measure the level of anxiety, we used Reynolds and Richmond's
(1978) revised tool, "What do | feel and what | experience?". To determine the degree of
independence we conducted the semi-structured individual interviews with pupils and their
educators. Also, we created practical assignments based on each subsection in the
independent life sphere described in the extended curriculum of pupils with visual impairment.
Practical tasks were performed by pupils, observed and measured by us. Students of Thilisi
#202 Public School (School for Blind Children) and educators participated in this study. We
have used the SPSS program for data processing.

The survey results revieled the weak link between the degree of independence and the level
of anxiety. As for other factors affecting the level of anxiety and the degree of independence,
there is no significant difference between age groups. In addition, the correlation of the degree
of visual impairment to the level of independence and the level of anxiety is statisticly not
significant. In contrast with this, there is a connection between the level of anxiety and place of
residence. Namely, level of anxiety is lower among the children living with their parents than
among their peers living in the residential school. Since the studies conducted in Georgia is very
few, we hope the research results and recommendations willb be helpful and valuable for
specialized school personnel, parents and other interested individuals with visual disorders.

Key search keywords: Visual impairment; Anxiety level; The degree of independence; Pupil;

The caregiver; Residential house.
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