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Abstract

The master's thesis is an attempt of analysing visual elements in contemprorary

English literature.

The purpose of the work is to describe the sign system created by visual encoding.

Also, to determine it’s importance on development of the narrative.

In accordance with the purpose of the thesis, a novel of John Benville, 7he Sea, and a
play by Mark Ravenhill, Poo/ (no water), were selected to study. Theoretical models,
developed after intermedial studies were used to reveal the features of visual encoding
of those texts. Due to the specific purpose, theoretical framework of the thesis is based

on the works of Werner Wolf.

Disscusion about media types and the difference of their representetive nature, was
started in Ancient Greece and continues even today. In the thesis, along the works of
Plato, Gotthold Ephraim Lessing and Marshall Mcluhan, scientific literature created

about John banville and Mark Ravenhille will be reviewed.

Based of analysis of texts, importance of visual elements was determined on the
process of reconstructuon of the past events. Protagonist of 7he Sea transforms his
childhood memories according to the aestethics of the paintings of Pierre Bonnard. In
another hand, Characters of the play are revealing their ethical beliefs in relation to
the artworks. As a result of text analysis, also revealed, that images — constructive
elements of Mark Ravenhill’s play, are one-dimensional. They only refer to the visual
sign system. Opposite of this, narrator of John Banville’s novel always speaks about a

specific quality of the painter he names.

Main cause of this difference is a change of information spreading ways. After the
second half of the 20" century, using television and digital tehcnolology, it became
possible to spread information without changing a sign system (from visual sign
system to verbal). As a result, discourse of the artefact doesn’t gain any additional

qualities.



Keywords: The Sea, Pool (no water), intermediality, visual encoding, changing of the

sign system.
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