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Abstract

Nowadays, it’s very difficult to discuss the child development without paying attention to the
role of technology in everyday life. During the last decade, technological accessibility for
children has significantly increased. There are different positions about the influence of
technology. Does the time spent by a child for using technology have relationship with the
development? And if it does, what kind of relationship is it? Many researches have tried to

demonstrate the correlation between these two variables, but the answer is still unclear.

Supposing that there is a relationship between the child development and the time which he/she
spends with technology, language must be a significant variable. The aim of our research is to
find out whether there is a connection between MLU and the time spent with technology. Mean
length of utterance (MLU) is a valid instrument that gives us information about child’s
expressive language. MLU is calculated with the quantity of morphemes or words in utterance.
We should note that, adaptation of this method to the Georgian population must be questionable

because of diversity of the Georgian language.

The research took place in Buckswood International School Tbilisi and #63 public school Thilisi.
Participants were 30 children with their parents. Because the language development is critical in
this period children taking part in research were preschoolers (4-6 years). The procedure was
simple, a little voice recorder was put in children’s pocket during the free play. After gathering
100 utterances we had to analyze it and count MLU index. To find out how many hours are
spent with technology, we used the Bournemouth University questionnaire, adapted to the
Georgian population. The questionnaire was filled by parents online (in several cases printed

version was needed). A correlational study was done.
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The results have shown no relationship between these two variables. The mean of Mean length
of Utterance in preschool children found out to be 5.014. We separately counted time spent
with TV, Computer and Phone, but neither of them seems to have a connection with MLU. Our

assumption was not justified.

Key Words: Mean length of Utterance (MLU), Child development, expressive language,

morpheme.
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