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Abstract

Sacred spatial patterns in the Early-Christian Georgian architecture

The present studyfocuses on the sacred spatial patterns in the Early-Christian Georgian
architecture which served as meeting and worship places for early Christians.

The study aims to reveal and examine multifarious sacred spaces and their structures. For
that purpose the investigation is based on the scientific works of the historians of art
(G.Chunibashvili, V.Beridze. L.Cubinashvili, D. Tumanishvili and others), old and new
archaeological findings (the results and issues of N.Bakhtatdze’s archaeological excavations), Z.
Kiknadze’s analysis of historical Chronicles, etc.

Distinct from other studies the present study uses ethnographical data and ethnological
investigations as important sources for the purpose of reconstruction of sacred spaces, which in
turn could be traced back to early Christian practice.

The present study comprises: introduction, the three chapters and conclusion.

In the first chapter the title of which is — On the Christian spaces or concerning the
history of the problem — multifarious spatial patterns used for the worship and widely spread
throughout Christendom are examined.

In the second chapter — Early Christian sacred patterns and liturgy in Georgian reality —
small size sanctuary of Nekresi, three nave basilica of Dolochopi is examined and the functions
and meanings of big crosses in front of iconostases are discussed. The third chapter concerns
construction and functioning of Christian sacred spaces in the ethnographic everydayness and
how sacred spaces are constructed in sucha secular building as marani (wine store house) is.

The sources of investigation are: historical chronicles, archaeological and ethnographic
data and special literature. The study uses historical-comparative and ethnographic methods
and ends with the conclusion, according to which space is not static and that it changes over
time through its ritual elements (objects) together with the corresponding changes in their
meanings.

Keywords: Christian space, house church, Domus-Ecclesiae, martyrium, basilica, wine-

sore house, early-Christian practice



