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Abstract

The research project aims to investigate the research productivity of professors of higher
education institutions and related variables, to identify the main causes of the existing
differences. Based on the project goals, I use a complex approach to evaluate research
productivity and take into consideration the scientific significance indicators of publications
issued by professors. The survey is carried out using quantitative research method in which
260 professors of state and private universities participate. Besides, I rate the number of
publications published by the academic staff of selected universities, the number of citations
and H index based on Google Scholar database. According to the results, research
productivity of professors with different academic status and teaching loads differ
significantly from each other. Also, high teaching load is related to less number of citations,
but does not effect on number of publications. Besides, research productivity is strongly
associated with research orientation of professors and academic fields. Additionally, research
productivity in state universities is significantly high than in private universities. The
regression linear model explains 73% of variance of research productivity in Georgia. In
conclusion, the results show a clear picture about research productivity in participating
universities that is beneficial for any university administration who wants to improve the
research component, as well as state structures and NGOs working on higher education and

research issues in Georgia.

Key words: research productivity, teaching load, number of publications, number of citations, H index.
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