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Abstract

Civil wars, unlike interstate wars, last longer and rarely end with negotiations. If the
agreement is reached, there is a higher chance that the conflict is renewed. There are some
researchers who believe that it is a moral responsibility of international community to intervene
in civil wars, while others state that external actors should refrain from intervention as it will be
costly and extend the duration of wars. There are also opposing arguments with regard to the
category of war that is easier to negotiate. This paper examines relevant studies and based on the
existing theories presents three hypotheses to test their findings. Hypotheses are tested by using
quantitative and qualitative research methods.

According to the third party intervention theory of Regan and Balch-Lindsey, the

intervention, supporting either government or opposition will increase the time until an



agreement is reached. As for the interventions conducted by international organizations, where
approximately half is neutral, they might be effective for maintaining stability after the conflict
ends, but multilateral intervention is insufficient for effective conflict management. H1 is based
on this theory and Walter’s theory of third party guarantees, and states that the third party
intervention without strong guarantees will complicate the civil conflict negotiation process.
The hypothesis is confirmed by empirical data research and case studies of three civil wars.
Furthermore, according to empirical statistical research, the third party's intervention does not
shorten the time for reaching compromise and interventions by international organizations are
more effective than interventions by external states.

Study has also confirmed that the duration of the conflict increases with the increase of
the number of parties participating in negotiations (H2). The hypothesis is based on
Cunningham's theory that the negotiations will become more difficult as the number of veto
players participating in negotiations is increased.

As for the third hypothesis, which states that it is more difficult to reach an agreement
during separatist conflicts than it is during conflicts concerning government (H3), the data
obtained from two databases show different results. This can be explained by the fact that the
difficulty of peaceful conflict resolution depends on specific cases. Information for conflicts is
construted with different coding systems, which further complicated the issue.

Finally, mixed methods research confirmed H1 and H2, but the third hypothesis was not
confirmed because of the systemic errors in statistical data.

Keywords: civil war; civil conflict; third party intervention; peace agreement; peace

mission; negotiations in civil wars; Angolan civil war; Chadian civil war; Guatemalan civil war.



