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Abstract

Aim: 80% of Women who use drugs (WUD) have experienced domestic violence in Georgia.
Probability that the drug addicted woman will be a victim of violence than non-addicted woman is
5.06 times higher. Similarly, the chance of traumatic event experienced by drug addicted women is
1.5 times higher as well. In most cases, partners are main cause for women to start using drugs and
later they become dependent on them financially as well as due to supplying them with drugs and
they are fully treated under control. Such conditions make drug addicted women vulnerable to
violence and coerce them to adapt violent environment. It is essential to expand an access to
shelter for the drug addicted woman who are the victims of violence in order to escape from the
cycle of violence. International practice indicates that increasing an access to shelters leads drug
addicted women to be detoxed from drugs and ultimately results in remission. In spite of this fact,
access to shelters is limited for WUD all over eastern Europe and Caucasus region. A qualitative
study aims to examine access to shelters by drugaddicted women who are the victims of violence;
to determine which procedures they have to take in order to use the service and evaluate a
readiness of shelters and harm reduction services to accept and serve WUD who experience

violence.



Method: A desck review has been conducted within the framework of the study protocol. National
acts, internal regulation of the governmental shelters, annual reports of public defender of Georgia
and existent documents of internal standards referring to the given issue have been examined.
Also, a qualitative method was selected as a research model. Individual in-depth face-to-face and
telephone interviews, conducted in two cities of Georgia: Thilisi and Batumi, using semi-structured
guide with harm reduction services and shelter representatives, experts on genedr violence issues

and stakeholders. Qualitative data analysis has been conducted using the program Nvivo 10.

Results: Study has revealed that harm reduction services rarely identify violence cases. It was
found that only a few number of violence victim women were sent in shelters by harm reduction
services without follow up options. Service providers always advise them to hide drug use history
when they access to shelters. Results showed fragmental and insufficent coordination between
harm reduction services and shelters. As a result of the survey, barriers have been identified that
prevent women from access of shelters service. Women with drug addictions have fear of being
reported to the authorities and thereafter being juridiacally processed or taking off maternal right
while accessing shelters. Besides, shelters do not provide a victim with long term residential service
and six months are not enough to solve the issue. Study finding suggests that women with drug
addiction have two options in order to be accepted by shelters: to be enrolled in detoxification and

involved in opioid substitution therapy (OST).

Conclusion: Strengthening coordination between harm reduction services and shelters to help
drug using women who are victims of violence is essential. In accordance with the international
recommendation, women with substance use should be accepted by shelters despite the fact
whether they are involved in treatment or not. Services oriented on HIV/AIDs prevention and
treatment should be focused on violence as well. It is crucial that harm reduction services
elaborate violence identification tool and safety plan with violence case management and follow-

up component.

Key words: Violence victim PWID, shelters, harm reduction services.
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