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Abstract

The present work examines the reasons of initiation of theethnic conflicts and its
prevention in three political regimes. The research underlines how national governments
express their political will and apply its capacity to deal with challenges on ethnic groups.
Ethnic conflicts are investigated in three different political regimes - the transitional
poitical regime (case of Papua New Guinea), consolidated democracy (case of Spain) and
authoritarian regime (case of Rwanda). The main goal of this study is to show what type
of unteraction of ethnic group political will and state capacity initiates conflict or

prevents it.

The research considers states’ degree of ehnic homogeneity or heterogeneity and
polarisation of political environment on ethnic grounds. The work concludes that
dualistic nature of decentralization of the political authority can become a source of

ethnic conflict or turn to be an instrument preventing confrontation.

Key words: decentralization, ehnopolitics, ethnic conflict, secession, and homogenous

and heterogenous states



