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Abstract

The master thesis reviews the findings of archeological studies for one of the historical
buildings which are the component part of the Bediani Monastery Complex situated in the
gorge of the river Khrami (Ktsia) in Tsalka Region, Georgia. It’s true that this monument,
before rehabilitation works, has become an object of archeological studies in 2010 yet, but
scientific report of archeological works carried out therein has never been published, because
at that time the mentioned project covered the field works only and the following
development and study of obtained material has not been continued. Therefore, my master
thesis attempts to become the material obtained exactly in this field conditions and stored in
the Bediani Monastery publicly known and bring to light, and define functionally and
chronologically and begin to speak in scientific language. One of the main goals of this thesis
was to check once again the issue how much the mentioned building did correspond to the
purpose of refectory, concretely in which epoch was it built and how much time did it
operate.

One of the main problems of the studies was the question when the Bediani Monastery was
founded. The main church of the monastery has gained the present appearance
approximately in the 15 century and its predecessor, the earlier church fragments, are built-
in here and there only. Therefore, period of the building should be clarified, whether it
belonged to the developed or the late middle ages.

Archeological studies have clarified that the building had a longish plan and it was two-
storied. The ground floor was narrow and almost lightless. On the other hand, several open
cupboards were built into limestone walls. While studying the ground of this floor,
fragments of several big wine-jars and the other big earthenware for food storage have been
discovered, therefore, on the basis of stylistic comparison with the other analogue monastery
buildings approved in the territory of Georgia, it can be said that this floor is a cellar
combining the function of wine cellar and storeroom. It’s true that the first floor is only
fragmentally preserved, but it must be implied that it was directly the refectory. Refectory

would undoubtedly be connected with wine cellar-storeroom with the wooden stairs,



remains of which have not been saved. Refectory, differently from the ground floor, was
probably well-illuminated with several windows, from which the contour of only one has
been approved. The first floor of the refectory probably had a tiled double-pitch roof, and
remains of roof tiles demolished in the cellar as a result of ravaging and fire have been
discovered in great number.

At the time of excavating the upper layer of the cellar ground of the refectory, basically as a
result of making a comparison analysis of ceramic workmanship, we have clarified that this
material mostly belonged to the different stages of the developed middle ages, generally X-
XIV centuries. Based on such definition of the material, we can say that this refectory has
been supposedly damaged at the end of XIV century, as a result of one of the destructive
campaigns of Timur in Kvemo Kartli. Following it, this great refectory as it seems have never
been restored and in XV century, after restoration of the monastery’s main church, any other

building might be used for refectory.



