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Abstract

The purpose of the study is to identify the relationship between religious school
environment and pro-social behavior. Predictor of pro-social behavior is a high level of altruism
and a low level of blind obedience to authority.

The study suggests, that the index of altruism and obedience to authority among children
from religious school environment should be higher than among those from school environment
oriented on critical thinking.

Provided that altruism and obedience to authoritaty significantly depends on the stage of
moral development, the age group was determined by sixth graders - the average age of 11-12.
According to Kohlberg, children begin to think conventionally at this very age, trying to meet
expectations of the community, satisty their demands and strive to prove themselves to be ‘a
good girl/good boy”. Accordingly, we expected that children would disclose requirements they
are experiencing from the environment.

Three schools of Tbilisi were selected as available objectives: for the religious
environment - St. Nino Orthodox school of the Georgian Patriarchate, for critical thinking
environment — Thilisi Archimedes school, while Thilisi 192th school was selected as a control
group. A total of 75 students were selected: 24 from St. Nino school, 28 from Archimedes school
and 23 from 192th school.

In order to measure a level of obedience to authoritaty and altruism, experimental
research was held. The procedure consisted from two components: test of obedience to
authoritaty that we developed and a game “dictator”, which was aiming to reveal level of
altruism in the class. Besides, children had to answer the question — whether they will carry out
tasks of authoritative persons, such as parents, teachers or priests, if they do not consider them
correct, and why?

Suggested hypotheses before research were not justified. Children from the religious
environment did not demonstrate the highest level of obedience to authority and altruism. Test

of obedience to authority did not show any significant difference, however, a highest level of
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obedience was found among the children of control group — representatives of public school and
the lowest level of obedience — among the students of the school focused on critical thinking.
High difference was revealed between groups in relation of altruism. Students of public
school demonstrated the highest level while students of the school with the religious
environment showed the lowest.
keywords: religious school environment, school environment focused on critical

thinking, public school, blind obedience to authority, altruism, Georgia;
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