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ABSTRACT

Study Area: Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) are lacking social skills, which prevents
them from full participation in everyday activities, while participation is a key in developing child’s
social, academic and everyday skills needed for independent living.

Objective: The goal of this study is to eximine the effect of time , spent with the typical development
children by children with ASD on their participation rate at school. Also, find out if the participation
frequency is differ among children with ASD based on the time period spent with the typical
development children.

Methodology: Quantitative quasi-experimental design has been used to analyse the date. Independent
variable was an environment ( the time spent at school, during the class hours with the typical
development children, by children with ASD) with the three levels — First level ( the time spent with
the typical development children ranges from 0- 2, 5 hours per week, N=16) , Second level ( the time
spent with the typical development children ranges from 5 - 12, 5 hours per week, N=21) , Third level
( the time spent with the typical development children is 15 hours and more per week, N=21).
Dependent variable was participation rate at school. Participation and Environment Measure for
Children and Youth ( PEM-CY ) have been used to measure the participation rate ( frequency and

intensity). Parents of children with ASD have filled the electronic and/or paperbased PEM-CY.

Results: Statistically important difference was found between the groups/levels in participation
frequency (F=3.863; P=.027), another difference was observed among the three groups divided by the
time spent with the typical development children, maily participation frequency in nonstructured
activities ( F=6.167; P=.004).

Conclusion: Participation rate of the children with ASD, who spent 15 hours or more per week with
the typical development children, is higher then the one who have limited or no opportunity for

interection with the typical development children. Reflect the results of the research into the
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planning of the child’ Individual Education Plan and its implementation by providing relevant
envrinoment is highly prioritized.

Recommendation: Use PEM-CY instrument on a bigger scale to have a population based participation
rate. Also, involvement of the specialists and children themselves in conducting the research is highly

recommended.

Keywords: Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), Participation Rate, PEM-CY



