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Abstract

There are many theories with different approaches about the main role of university.
Identification of the function of university is important in order to define higher education

policy and to clarify what is the main idea of university.

The purpose of this paper is to show what students consider to be the main function of
university today, to show the factors that define their opinions and evaluations and to describe

what the reality is like.

The paper is based on mixed research methodology, quantitative plus qualitative methods. The
students were surveyed in five Georgian universities via questionnaires. Qualitatively, in-depth

interviews and focus groups were held with students and the experts of education.

The research showed that for students the main function of university is to transfer knowledge,

to get narrow specialization and develop their professional skills.

The paper aims to show what students in Georgia think about the main function of university.
According to this information, we can analyze the socio-political condition in the country and

define the future steps in order to make changes.

Key words: Higher education, the role of university, function of university, research, knowledge

transfer, professional skills.
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