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Abstract

Introduction: In March 2017 between Georgia and The European Union an agreement on visa
free travel was signed as a result of which new phase of the relations took place. On the one hand
this process was very important for the citizens of Georgia in terms of facilitating travel to the
European countries on the other hand it was also possible that after completion of the visa
liberalization process, interest in Georgia in the EU countries would be increased and the debate
about Georgia would intensify. The aim of the research was to analyse French and Spanish (the
choice of target countries was made according to two factors: Specifics of master program and the
considerable number of Georgian migrants in these countries) journalistic discourse to determine

if there were any changes about representation of Georgia in their discourse.

Methodology: Two Spanish and two French most popular online newspapers (These newspapers
have the printed versions as well) were selected for conducting the discourse analysis. March 2017,
the date of signature of the Agreement on visa liberalization for Georgia, was considered as a
starting point and the comparative analysis was made on modern Spanish and French journalistic
discourse. The main goal was to identify the quantitative characteristics and most important topics

in the articles about Georgia.

Conclusions: 1. Our hypothesis that ,,number of the articles about Georgia increased following
the process of the visa liberalization““was rejected. However, small changes were observed in each
case. 2. It was also observed that political discourse was one of the most representative discourse
for both French and Spanish newspapers. 3. French online newspapers were publishing more

varied and more diverse information than Spanish online newspapers.



