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Abstract

This study discusses icons of social memory and the role they play in the national identification

and the patriotic feeling, on a national and individual level.

Theoretically, this thesis relies on the concepts of Maurice Halbwax and Aleida Assmann

concerning social memory and the invented tradition of Eric Hobsbawm which will be used



to show the role, modification and development of the social memory’s icons according to

sociopolitical contexts.

Based on the inaugural words of presidents between 1991 and 2008, this research will exhibit
how the past is brought up-to-date, and how the icons of social memory are employed in

speeches depending on the challenges and the stakes.
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