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Via Skangale

The Role of Symbol in XIX century American Prose
(N. Hawthorne and S. Crane)

Summary

The paper is devoted to the study of the role of symbol in XIX century
American Prose. Symbol is one of the most important means, by which author
appeals to the imagination of the reader. When the function of symbol is
determined the reader is able to grasp the ideological depth of the text, as a
reflection of writer’s personal perception of the world. But in modern literature
there is written a lot about symbol and frequently different critics usually find
different symbols in one and the same literary production. We have studied the
attitude to the problem of symbol and came to our own conclusion but based on
works of the distinguished linguists. For the analysis we have taken novels
“Wakefield” and “Egotism or the Bosom Serpent” by N. Hawthorne and “The
Blue Hotel” by S. Crane

Under the study we can observe a stylistic potential of symbol-forms,
various emotional, expressive, semantic possibilities and their usage in stylistic
context. We keep the right to give our own explanation to symbols given in the
novels and make a conclusion that symbols can be divided into micro-symbols
and mega-symbols, where the latter can implicate to a moral put by the author

in the novel.



