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                                                                 Abstract 

 

The  aim of this master thesis is to study the main path of the 19th century American 

literature on the basis of Nathaniel Hawthorne’s prose. Hawthorne’s legacy can be regarded 

as a bridge between puritanism and transcendentalism. To fully embrace this process of 

thought it is necessary to conduct a study of the foregoing literary traditions, to focus on the 

major trends established by the early XIX century Romanticism and, most importantly, on 

the role of literature in promoting transcendentalism which ultimately shaped  Nathaniel 

Hawthorne’s creative credo so clearly reflected in his works. At the same time we considered 

closely the philosophical mainspring  of American transcendentalism on which  Emerson 

and Toro’s  doctrine rests and which was shared by Hawthorne and was immensely 

influential in American life and thought. In this respect, with its puritanical fanaticism and 

morality Hawthorne’s first novel The Scarlet Letter raises crucial questions of philosophical 

order. To provide a better insight into the problem and to reinforce the argument with 

references, we made a special study of some of the author’s early writings closely related to 

the issue under discussion. Thus, we think that Hawthorne’s works have had a great impact 

on the development of the national American literature. 

Key Words: Puritan fanaticism, Transcendentalism, National literature,   Romanticism. 
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