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Abstract

This master’s thesis discusses the novel “Madame Bovary” written by Gustave Flaubert and its

film adaptations created from 1930’s to 2014.

Jean Renoire made the first adaptation of the novel in 1933. Since then, the interest towards
“Madame Bovary” has been lingering, as it was produced at almost every stage of filmmaking

history.

After examining each adaptation, the thesis reviewsthe possibility of transforming a literary
novel into a film in a way that the main idea is maintained. The thesis compares two forms of art
— cinematography and literature and answers the question how adaptive literature can be. Upon
observing the particular movies, the thesis tries to comprehend the perspectiveof Emma
Bovary’s story, grasped by the certain directors; howthe attitude towards the novel has altered
through the changing epochs. The thesis researches the reasons of enduring demand of this

novel, what is in the work hidden that does not allow us to forget it.

Theoretically, the thesis is based on the comparative literature methodology, which compares
the novel and its adaptations. In this process, each and every detail comes to the surface, the
similarities and the differences. The research will expose the accentuations put by the particular
directors, the most significant eventsfor them and their attitudes towards the characters. The
thesis observes how the voice of the epoch is depicted in the film and the place it holds in the

directors’ as well as Gustave Flaubert’s work.

Key words: literature, cinematography, film, film-adaptation, director, novel, screening.
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