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The Reception of Homer’s Odyssey in English Literature

Abstract

The goal of the present research is to explore the reception of Homer’s Odyssey in the
English literature based on three main texts: James Joyce’s Ulysses, Margaret Atwood’s The
Penelopiad and Derek Walcott’s Omeros. Research methodology involves comparative
analysis and intertextual analysis. The paper outlines the correspondences, connection and

parallels between Homer’s Odyssey and the texts mentioned above.
The thesis consists of an introduction, four chapters, conclusion and a list of references.

The first chapter discusses the importance of Greek literature and Homer to the Western
literature, as well as the theory of Intertextuality, Modernism and Postmodernism. The
second chapter focuses on James Joyce’s Ulysses and deals with the parallels between the
pretext and the main text. The third chapter provides detailed analysis of correspondence
between Homer’s Odyssey and Margaret Atwood’s 7he Penelopiad, the contemporary text is
seen as a deconstruction of Odyssey from the feminist perspective. The fourth chapter deals

with the Homeric parallels in Derek Walcott’s Omeros.

The conclusion summarizes the results of my research based on three authors’ texts, the

connection of these texts with Homer’s Odyssey.



