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Abstract

Drugs from the opiate group have constantly been used in Georgia since the twentieth
century, therefore opioids are referred to as traditional drugs in the professional
community and scientific literature. The situation changes sharply in 2007-2008 when
injecting drug users switch to using radically different drugs from the group of stimulants
(Vint and Jeff), which are home-made drugs. New home-made drug, so called “Tsitsvi”
emerges in 2013-2014 and spreads widely especially in Eastern Georgia. The
epidemiological data of the last years shows a growing tendency of using stimulants. The
aim of the research is to identify the supporting and accompanying factors of switching

from opioids to stimulants.

4 focus group meetings were conducted among beneficiaries of a member organization of
Georgian Harm Reduction Network (Union “Step to the Future”) in Gori. These people
had been using opiates in the beginning, while during the last 6 months the primary
drugs for them were stimulants. 25 persons engaged in a qualitative research using
available selection method, all of them were males. Before beginning the focus groups the
author of the research individually gathered socio-demographic data from all of the

participants.

The research showed that everyday behavior of focus groups’ participants differed from
their behavior while using opiates. Home-made stimulants appeared to be damaging their
health more, because soon after the use, they started having motor, cognitive and speech

problems.

The rigid drug policy was named as a main supporting factor for switching from opiates

to stimulants, which caused a reduction in supply and receipt of a severe drug policy. The



above mentioned changes caused a reduced availability of opiates and an increased price.
The participants of the focus groups mentioned, that despite the toughening law, they
will not stop using drugs, because the severity of withdrawal pushes them to violate any
drug legislation. Although some of them expressed readiness for treatment. Deterioration
of the health of the research’s participants made it necessary to have psycho-social

rehabilitation centers.

According to the results of this research, decriminalization of personal possession and use
of drugs is necessary. It is also necessary to implement the unified preventive mechanism,
which will raise awareness about the harm caused by drugs in the society as well as in
high risk groups. Centers for psycho-social rehabilitation should be opened for the IDUs

to have an opportunity to fight the syndrome of drug addiction.
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