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Abstract 

Historically, Balkan Peninsula on international arena always was dispute issue. Region 

was at the crossroad of imperies, civilizations, cultures and religions. Region is devided in two 

parts: Western Balkans and Eastern Balkans. In western Balkans are former Yugoslavic states 

(Croatia, Serbia, Slovenia, FYROM Macedonia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Montenegro, Kosovo and 

Albania), whereas in eastern Balkan, Bulgaria, Greece and Romania. Slovenia (2004) and Croatia 

(2013) are members of European Union. The present paper is about western Balkan countries 

(Serbia, Republic of Macedonia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Montenegro and Kosovo), which are not 

yet members of European and Euroatlantic structures and theire experience and existing 

political analyzing would be interesting.  

Western Balkan countries after getting independence, made a tangible progress with 

western values, but, political crisis, lack of democracy and rule of law are major challenges 

decreased their dynamic path to EU. Migration crisis, rise of Eurosceptic ritoric, nationalism and 

Great Britain’s decision on exit from European Union, remarkably decreased EU’s repution. One 

of the biggest challenge is Russia’s influence, which has been rised after annexation of Crimea, 

which use’s “soft power” and “hybrid warfare” tools.  

The aim of paper is, to explore western Balkans EU path.  Also, to determine two 

theoretical approach – Constructivism and Liberal-intergovernmentalism. Research questions 

are what are the main challenges of western Balkan countries and how region is unite in the 

European idea. Also, how Russia’s influence affects on regional policy and its integration to 

EU.Hyphotesis is that, after the collapse of Yugoslavia, Western Balkan countries chose the 

European path, but during this process, they face the range of challenges and problems, which 

comes from a regional and external politics. Research methodology consists, qualitative and 

quantity method. For qualitative method are used analytical articles and publications, where 

deeply are discussed present issues. For better perception, will be used different graphics, tables 

and quantitive comparatives from different International and non-governmental organizations. 

Also, some interviews 
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