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Abstract

The richest collection of excavated cloth of medieval centuries has been found in
rock-cut monuments of Kvemo Kartli. This collection provoked interest of scholars during
various scientific conferences and symposiums held in resent years.

There are no doubts related to the chronological homogeneity of the archeological
materials found in the upper layers of these cave complexes. These excavated materials can
be divided into two main categories: 1) Well-known, exactly dated archeological items of
Georgia and neighboring countries (mainly ceramic and metal items , fragments of jewelry,
numismatic material); 2) Unknown type of material , without the parallels of precisely
determined dates (Mainly items made out of orgaic materials). The fragments of cloth
fragments, which we are focusing on, belong to the latter category.

As a result of excavations of upper cultural layers of the complex floors items of
pottery have been found. Some items are glazed, some not glazed and some also of faience.
The above —described types of ceramics are well known to Georgia and foreign scientists.
There are many parallels to these items in the archaeological monuments of XII-XIV cc
Georgia.

Some of the most importanc evidence for dating the fragments of cloth axcavated in
Kvemo Kartli cave complexes are samples of numismatic items excavated in sthe same layer.
Totally 26 Georgian copper coins were discovered in these cave complexes. From these coins
the earliest ones were cut by the king Giorgi III in 1174 and the latest ones were cut by the
Queen Rusudan in 1227.

As one can see, in Kvemo Kartli cave complexes, a number of diverse ceramics and
numismatic material was found together with cloth fragments, which undoubtedly can be
dated by XII-XIV cc. But most of the excavated material is dated from XIII-XIV cc. Thus, the

fragments of cloth can be regarded as items produced and used in the same ages.
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