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Abstract

The present research presents investigation of problems and challenges of institutionalizing of
leader-personalized political parties in post-communist Montenegro, Serbia, Croatia and
Georgia. The success of democratic transition in hybrid democracies of the post-communist
states depends on a few political factors and social environment. Some scholarships of Political
Science assume that hybrid democracies are fragile and prone to reverse to autocracy. The aim
of the research is to illustrate how successfully leader personalized political parties are

managing to form party infrastructure on the Deviant Case of Montenegro.

Qualitative research methodology is applied for testing the stated hypothesis, particularly, Case

Study method along with the technique of Process Tracing.

According to research, in post-communist countries political leaders play a vital role in
organizing party structure to achieve autonomy and create effective (based on consent)
decision-making mechanisms. General trend demonstrates that in post-communist states

political leaders after losing the election lose the parties as well.

However, the case of Montenegro (deviation) is good example to show how the long term
strategy of the incumbent party oriented on state development and forwarding state interests
more than party preferences starts building party infrastructure enforcing institutionalization

process of the political parties.
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