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Soviet Themes in Novels by Georgian Modernist Writers Mikheil

Javakhishvili and Konstantine Gamsakhurdia

Abstract

This master thesis is a study of Socialist Realism method as introduced into Georgian
literary milieu, and the adoption of this new style imposed from the Soviet center by Georgian
writers previously accepting the modernist cultural style.

Socialist Realism as the instrument of strengthening the Soviet system was designed in the
Russian-Soviet Centre with the high involvement of the political leadership. The study highlights
its specification and peculiarity of Socialist Realism - what it was showing, and how it was
presenting the reality of the time.

The novels by leading Georgian prose writers, Mikheil Javakhishvili and Konstantine
Gamsakhurdia, produced in 1930-1950ies, are characterized by inexorability and devotion to
ideals. The authors accept schemes and responsibilities which were to be followed by each writer
if they wanted their writings to be published and to gain respect from the Soviet power; however,
they manage to deliver the messages which show their free thinking and national aspirations.

The study presents the utopian reality of Soviet literature. Applying to arguments and
research approaches developed by leading scholars, the main part of the study describes, why
writers with modernist aesthetical priorities were made to create such banal and servile writings;
why Soviet authors were avoiding describing figuratively the concert facts?! It also highlights the
reasons and results of the disappearance of such vital parts of literature like unbiased literary
criticism and free choice of translations.

This study analyses novel by Konstantine Gamsakhurdia The Flowering of the Wine; and
novels by Mikheil Javakhishvili: The Woman’s Burden and Arsena from Marabda, which are so
different from their previous major texts. The novels differ with their utopian and pragmatic style

of writing.



The goal of the study is to show the reader the fake values of Socialist Realism, which
altered humanistic values, individualism and critical thinking. There are such problematic
questions like: what goals were served through "violent optimism" in literature, what was Soviet
protagonist like?

The study highlights the fate of Georgian writers, who tried to save their individualism and
avoided metamorphose and thus were made to suffer just to survive.

In the conclusion, there is a listed summation of the doctrine of Socialist Realism - the
stabilizing scheme which was worked out by the Soviet leadership. However, some writers, like
Mikheil Javakhishvili, managed to represent in their works the true meaning and main points of

personal and national freedom, individuality and patriotic motives.

Key Words:  Socialist Realism, Utopian literature, Literary doctrine.
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