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Abstract

The Master’stheses—Concernong the symbolic analyzes of pilgrimage in the West and East —
aims to show and compare specific pilgrimage traditions in Western and Eastern worlds and
Georgia being at a crossroad between them, symbolizing a pattern of possible meetings between
opposed realms, opposed worlds.

The objective of the study is pilgrimage as a religious activity charged with sacra in two
polar (Christian and Muslim) cultural and historical contexts.

Using Comparative method and based onVictor and Edith Terners’ theory on pilgrimage,
the study reveals the main characteristics, similarities and differences, specific symbolic forms and
patterns inside these diverse, distinct cultural contexts.

Diversity is traced and attested in motivation, different elements such as clothing,
pilgrimage places, and choice of food, general behavior, the obligation to sacrifice and in the
performance of other rituals.

Discussion of the trajectory that pilgrimage as a social phenomenon underwent, enabled us
to make some conclusions:

In both cultures sacred places were visited, though with different motivations.

In both cases pilgrimage as an institutionalized construct occured soon after the
establishment of the corresponding religion.

Christians motivation of pilgrimage was the forthcoming salvation and often healing. The
time of its performance depended on the free will and a vow.

For Muslims pilgrimage was a holy obligation, it was a debt (though it should not damage
the family economically). The time for pilgrimage was definite, etc.

Description, classification and analysis of pilgrimage displayed how pilgrimageas a /iminal
process was performed during Medieval Ages; the study revealed the similarities and differences
inside these two distinct pilgrimage traditions. It showed the different paths of their development,

their specific pilgrimage traditions, which gradually transformed into a complex religious pattern.
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