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Abstract

The goal of the thesis is to study the gaps in the coverage of the suicide issue in the

Georgian media space. Our research was carried out in several stages: in the first phase, a
particular study was discussed, with regard to the topic of research, we included relevant search
terms (suicide, suicide attempts, suicide, attempted suicide), by means of which we have found
the respective stories via Google. An analysis of the top 10 relevant material obtained through
search term was made. Over 40 television and Internet portal stories were processed.
In the second stage of the research, namely, after obtaining the stories and to analyze and
categorize them, we guided ourselves by the guideline - Guidelines for Suicide Coverage,
prepared by the Council of Charter of Journalistic Ethics of Georgia.The textbook discusses basic
characteristics and principles of suicide risk.

In total, we discussed 40 stories, and only in 4 TV stories there was no violation, and in
some cases only preventive messages, such as predictors and risk factors for suicidal behavior.

In The issue was covered lightly.

In 36 stories at least one violation was recorded.

In particular, the violation of the principles of the Suicide Coverage Guidelines was
conducted with the following frequency:

1. Detailed description of the method has been reported in 18 stories;

2. Detailed description of the place - 11 stories;

3. Decline of the causes of suicide and their removal only for one of the specific reasons - 8;
4. Romantic Suicide - 6;

5. Linguistic errors - 3;

6. Supporting the spread of myths - 5;

7. Title of the story -19;



8. Relatives of the deceased / comments of the closed ones-1;

9. Normalization of Suicide 2;

10. Covering sensationally- 19;

11. Coverage as leading topic or first topic or frequent repeats -7;
12. Provide the problem as a solution -0;

Our research shows that the most frequently covered issue is in the title itself and the
fact is presented as a sensation, followed by a detailed description of the method, the description
of the place, the romanticizing of the suicide, coverage as leading topic or the first topic or the
frequent repetitions, supporting the spread of myths, the normalization of the suicide, Most
rarely - accompanied by comments of closed ones and the issue was not shown as solution of the
problem.

In our research also were analyzed violations by the years, the results revealed clearly
that most of the violations are fixed in 2015 and 2016; And the lowest in 2014.

The results showed that there are a number of challenges in covering the issue of suicide in
Georgian media space. The standard of reporting is not met in 90% of the stories we have
obtained.

From the point of view of future perspectives, it is necessary to start discussions on this
issue with the involvement of mental health and media representatives. For the media
representatives basic training modules should be developed in order to increase the awareness
on these issues. This will help to eradicate the defects and support the responsible coverage in
the future, because as it is mentioned in the Coverage Guideline, the research shows that
cautious and qualified coverage contributes to the cause of decreasing of suicide rates and helps
the society to deepen the knowledge on the important issues of the mental health. (Suicide

Coverage; for Journalist Journalists; (2016) Translation: Nino Japiashvili, Tiko Tsomaia).

Search Keywords: suicide, suicide attempt, self-murder, attempted self-murder.
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