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Anjela Mebonia

The Author’s Digressions as a Textual Phenomenon and Their Semio-Aesthetics

in “The Moon and Sixpence” by Somerset Maugham
Summary

The present work is devoted to the study of the author’s digressions aiming to reveal
their functional-semantic and linguopragmatic peculiarities which create their semio-
aesthetics. We view author’s digressions as a compositional-communicative element of a lit-
erary work, i.e. “text within the text,” which is characterized by the bilateral hierarchical
dependences as, at the same time, it retains its structural-semantic autonomy generating oth-
er, thematically associated elements under itself.

In a literary work digressions appear as the author’s evaluating commentaries of philo-
sophical nature, generalizing certain topics contained in the text. Digressions are stipulated
by the author’s urge for self-expression rather than by the plot development of a literary
work. Therefore, they are perceived as philosophical argumentative microtexts, inserted in
the text like a grammatical parenthesis.

The analysis of the empirical data enabled us to carry out different classifications of the
author’s digressions in “The Moon and Sixpence” by Maugham. As a result, we revealed two
types of classification of the author’s digressions:

a) structural-semantic classification according to the mode of the address conveyed in
it, which implies differentiation of the author’s digressions into phatic and non-phatic types;

b) logical-semantic classification based on the thematic criterion, containing the au-
thor’s evaluative argumentative judgments about various philosophical problems of life, such
as human nature, love, marriage, women, relationship between ethics and aesthetics, art and
life, and other eternal topics that have always been significant and topical questions for dis-
cussions throughout the human history.

Expressing the author’s ideas and evaluative generalizations concerning different as-
pects of life, digressions help the readers to penetrate into the inner world of the characters,

as well as assess the aesthetic value of the novel.
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