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Abstract

The Master’s theses — Suicide in culture —aims to explore and analyze the phenomen
on of suicide in various cultural settings with the special focuson Middle Ages of Western
Europe and Georgia.

Suicide and its main question — death or life? — is in separable and attendant
phenomenon of cultures manifested in different times and spaces. Despite the fact how
suicide was appreciated by societies, in what degree the states tried to root out, eliminate
and control it, or on the contrary, whether it was absolutely unacceptable — suicide
remained ever present, urgent problem.

Using comparative method and based on E. Durkheim’s social theory on suicide the
present study aims to show similarities and differences existed in the attitudes towards
suicide in various cultures; it tries to show the changes it undergoes as a social fact (to use
Durkheim’s terminology) starting from antiquity up till 15% century and to show the
dynamics of change in the attitude towards suicidein different cultures over time.

In order to understand better the West-European realities the comparative method
was used and the attitudes towards suicide were examined in Antique and Judean societies.
While comparing, the Georgian data was also thought to be useful, thatwas based on the
antique and medieval sources and ethnographic field data gathered by the author in
Georgia (and in particular, in Svaneti) during 2017; all these enabledus to overview the
existed attitudes on suicide in dynamics and helpedus to fill in a considerable degree the
lacuna (that existed on the mentioned problem in Georgia) with a certain insight.

Accordingly, the present study tried to examine suicide originated from the social
structure of society through the lens of social dimension ( in Durkheime anunderstanding).

Based on the classification of suicide facts, the study demonstrated how certain socials
ettings could stimulate, strengthen or intensify suicide potencial, that differed from culture
to culture.

The classification and analysis of the descripieve data revealed how and why the
attitudes towards suicide changed in various cultures, distantintimeandspace.
Key words: suicide as a social fact, egoistic suicide, altruistic suicide, amonic suicide, mixed

suicide.



