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Abstract

The thesis presented below — Transformation of visual signs: artistic forms and concepts in
Georgian version of postmodern art —is a research focused on a process going in Georgian
contemporary visual art. The work embraces the period from 1990-ies to nowadays, i.e.
when Georgia began the new history by declaring independence and all institutions or
models of social-cultural relations were destroyed or started modernization.

Self-definition of Georgian visual art and its search for meaning in new reality is connected
with attempts to look for connections with international art processes and widening of
activity are. Those attempts were based on prehistory in Soviet times where despite the
strong censorship there were some artists were interested in actual art and do nonconformist
works, later some avanguard groups appeared in Perestroika times who started to rethink al
missed experiences of years of isolation, as they intended to insert them in their local context
through different experiments.

Postmodern art expresses itself as the most liberated vision where artist is extremely free to
choose different mediums, formats, contexts. He/she can decide to do installations or video
art, do works in new media or by using traditional painting or graphic techniques or
combine mediums. There are no limitations or demands to obey established aesthetic rules.
The quality of freedom beside the endless stream of information which was brought with
new reality became a kind of obstacle for cultural processes in post totalitarian countries in
whole. For Georgian art scene was not easy to receive new conditions and answer
requirements of international art world in order to be a equal member of processes of
contemporary art.

Georgian contemporary art is evolving in a very complicated context and the situation
becomes more problematic because of lack of different research works, almost absence of art
criticism; It’s a result of fact that methodologies interpreting contemporary art are familiar
for a very few representatives of local art space. Soviet tradition was recognizing only one
artistic way of seeing embodied in socialist realism and the only theoretical method as
stylistic analysis. This base is not enough to read or create contemporary art and beside this
the art in post socialist situation has its specific features that are why it’s necessary to
consider characteristics defined by local context.

The picture of Georgian contemporary visual art displayed in the thesis includes periods of
introducing and rethinking artistic alphabet of contemporary art, the first experiments and
searching forms of presentation. Examined period was accompanied with efforts of analytical
works in order to create authentic forms, to identify own context and enter in the process of
international art world.

Forms and concepts of Georgian contemporary art arisen in the stretching conditions of
postmodern art is important not only from the standpoint of art sphere’s development but
also it has another meaning as this segment mentioned here is a consisting part of ongoing
discourses connected with transitional period and is presented as one of the participants in
transformation of society’s consciousness.

The thesis is presented in a format of hitorical monograph based on conceptual analysis,
where the context reveals as a defining issue.

Key Words: contemporary art, postmodernism, post soviet, visual art, conceptual art.
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- Ezra Pound

Let s talk of a system that transforms
all the social organisms into a work
of art, in which the entire process of
work is included... something in
which the principle of production
and consumption takes on a form of
quality. It's a Gigantic project.
Joseph Beuys
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»B CBOMX paboTax DA3rBepasi3e yCIIeIIHO n3beraeT OCHOBOIIOIATAIONIETO 320y K IeHU, KOTOpOoe B
HallleM CTOJIETHH GBITIO CBOMCTBEHHO MHOTUM XyZOXKHUKaM. A IMEHHO, aBTOHOMUS HCKYCCTBa
CJIMIIKOM YaCTO JIOXKHO ITOHMMAaJIaCh UMM KaK CBOOO/A XyOXKHUKA, "BRIpakarouero” ce6s B CBOei
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4 "Art, considered in its highest vocation, is and remains for us a thing of the past.

Thereby it has lost for us genuine truth and life, and has rather been transferred into our

ideas instead of maintaining its earlier necessity in reality and occupying its higher

place.” Hegel’s Aesthetics: Lectures on Fine Arts. Translated by T. M. Knox. Oxford; The Clarendon Press, 1975

2 “The universal need for art...is man’s rational need to lift the inner and outer world into his spiritual
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consciousness as an object in which he recognizes again his own self.” 7bid

6« is art still an essential and necessary way in which truth that is decisive for our historical existence

happens, or is art no longer of this character?“ Martin Heidegger. The Origin of the Work of Art.

7 “..and that not for the purpose of creating art again, but for knowing philosophically what art is.”

8 ,Art is now an object for study and philosophical analysis, but it no longer satisfies, by itself

alone, the deepest needs of the spirit. We have outgrown art, so to speak.” Arthur C. Danto. HEGEL’S END-OF
ART THESIS © Arthur C. Danto. 1999.
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9 «.in fact, it was counterideological, in that it imagined the end of all mandated idiologies that believed

themselves grounded in either the history or the philosophy of art. ...My thought was that art came to an end
when it achieved aphilosophical sense of its own identity, which meant that a epic quest, beginning some time
in better part of the 19™ century, had achieved closure.” Arthur C. Danto.” Art After the End of

Art.” ARTFORUM. XXX1,#8.1993.p.62-70; p 64. (025(530.b.b5829¢»0560)

10 Arthur C. Danto. After the End of Art. Princeton, N.J. : Princeton University Press, c1997.
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23 309 304396035060. Boermlbma0o9k0 85002390293980. M020.2085 DJIB0S. WwmMmYML 3MqLo.
®dow0b0.2003. g3. 57. §43

24 If someone calls it art, it's art.“Donald Judd -
Joseph Kosuth. Art After Philosophy (1969). Reprinted in Peter Osborne, Conceptual Art: Themes and
movements, Phaidon, London, 2002

% I'poiic, Bopuc. MocKoBCckuit poMaHTH4eCcKHit KoHenTyanusMm. // A-1, 1979, Ne 1, 3-11
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309950 bgamgbgdols 3OHmEgLgdol s0fgMs s 3mb(393(B¥Y9E&O sbsEr0Bo
3950096L, MOl gogM3MdLsE ImII3bm Megz390d0 8939(30900.

~People bought their works and visited their ateliers. For example, if you went to Kabakov’s studio,
you could find the whole political beau monde, the wives and daughters of the Politburo members
included. If you were inside the 1960s and 1970s unofficial art scene, you had the feeling that it was
everywhere.”

%0 Ibid

31 MichaelFried. "Art and Objecthood." Artforum.5 (June 1967): 12-23

32 Fried’s “Art and Objecthood” was an attempt to stem what he saw as the incoming tide of minimalism, or
“literalism” as he called it, and to defend a kind of Greenbergian modernism—based on the notion of quality,
instantaneity, and experience—against art which took context into consideration. - Conceptual Art and
Eastern Europe: Part I. e-flux journal #40 C december 2012
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099 359mR96b9b, 56 0d9bEbgb Tol. 56 1153Hgb bgdsl FbsBZoMrms 3538060l
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(3
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0y™ B0 FMmd 0339000l 39bEGHMOLEMEO FMEIEOL 30MHMBYOT0, LoOE OLOWIBEHYIMO
SHMOL 4y39eHg 063HIBLOIMO 5RO 9d0 FmbIM30 s F580bgeo gbobaMowo ogm.
dmEOL gMH™MOoLo LHMBOOMBL YO SMIMBO305WYOHO bawrmgbgdol L3gbol
3500 BIoby s 393H9OMYg6v9emdOL gbobgd Hgmoedo “The Other Gaze: Russian
Unofficial Art’s View of the Soviet World”:34

Iso¢ensg, 1950 s 1960-0560 pergdol s6s050505¢7w960 bgenmz6980l bpgbs

05¢n056 3erIH5¢obHIe0 ©5 39990396:9¢70 0Y, BMEOgZ 5069307535 0F

3 39 EMBYIOHM@Oo 93mBgbs - sGMGROE0SMO FBoEZMmMBOL godmegbs dmbm3do dYw0sg3mL Eyob
9059mgdd0 1974 farobs 15 byd@gddgol, GmBgeroi sdswrs owoE0sd dEEMBYMHYdoLs s fywrol
Fogaob 459myg9gbgdom. 9J9sb dmeol Jolo olsbgwrgds.
34 Groys Boris. “The Other Gaze: Russian Unofficial Art’s View of the Soviet World.” Postmodernism and the
Postsocialist Condition: Politicized Art under Late Socialism. London England. Uiversity of California Press,
Ltd. 2003. p.56
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35 Indeed, the unofficial art scene of the 1950s and 1960s was very pluralistic and heterogeneous, reflecting the
plurality of styles being oppressed by the officially dominant Socialist Realism. The unofficial artists

adapted and brought into the Russian cultural context all kinds of art practices that were excluded by Soviet
censorship, from icon painting through Cubism, Expressionism, Surrealism, and abstract art to Abstract
Expressionism and Pop Art, which had already surfaced in Moscow at the end of the 1950s

3 %5660 35805.“37@GHNMOS ©S 3MBGHOZNEWOS Bago®MZ3g@mPo. 3MBEHOFM@EX©S LagsGmggermdo -
1960-80 fargd0.“ mdoeobo, 2000. 33.24.
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»Their almost complete isolation from the international art scene meant that they could not

produce an innovative art that would give an objective, art-historical credibility

to their claims to genuine individuality.“
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41 Anexcauap Coxonos. Aureprsio ¢ Jleorugom BakaHoBsIM - DKIHCTEHIIHANBHASL CTDATETHA H
sruveckag nosunrg/ GEORGIA: FROM/TO/ www.zverevcenter.ru

Y Hac B pe3yJIsTaTe KyJIbTYPHOH H30/LALHH CONtemporary art BO3HHK IIO3KeE, YeM B 3aIIaJHBIX CTPAHAX, €I0
COL[HAIBHYIO POJIb JOIIO€ BPEMA HCIIOJIHAT POCCHHCKHE aHAEPTPAYHY, T.€. IPOBHHI[HAIbHBIE MOJEPHH3M.
Hmerro o uMeT QYyHKIHIO HHTE/LTEKTYaIbHOH OIMIO3HIHA. Pegkum HckrioTeHHeM 61T, HaIpuMmep, Mg
Kabaxos, koropsiii HaunHaa ¢ pybexa 1960-x u 70-x rozoB 0CO3HaHHO pabOTaI B IPOCTPAHCTBE COBPEMEHHOIO
HCKYCCTBA.

B I'pysun mogeprnsm 60-70-x Taxsxe ObLT He MEHH-CTPHMOM, 4 AHZEPIPAYEAHOH ommosuyHes. 1B0pyecrso
ABsragzgmina Bapasu, Ilypsr bargserazse - 570 ABICHHE Xy JOXECTBEHHOH, HHTE/LIEKTYaTbHOH OIITO3HI[HH, 4 HE
IIPOCTO KyIbTHBHPOBAHHE MOEPHHCTCKHX TPAAHLHH. BaxHeHmer cTOpoOHOH HX HCKycCTBa ObIIH
SK3HCTEHIHATBHAAL CTPATerHA H STHYECKAT MO3HILHA, ITO IaPaJOKCAIBHEIM 00pa30M POJFHHT HX HCKYCCTBO C
contemporary art. 1o BooblLje CBOHCTBEHHO IPY3HHCKOH KyIbType: H300pa3HTeIbHOMY HCKYCCTBY, KHHO,
ITPY3HHCKOH @raocopuu (Hanpumep, Mepab Mamapgausrin), Ipy3HHCKOH My3bIKe, IDY3HHCKOMY Tearpy. H
BCé-TaKH JOIT0€ BPEMA HMEI MECTO HMEHHO MOZEPHH3M, CONtemporary art CTar paCIpOCTPAHATECA B
XVZOXKECTBEeHHOH IIPAKTHKE CO 3HATHTETbHBIM OII0O34aHHEM.

Tug Sx3rBepazse 6501 ofqHHM U3 1epBsix. I na Prarsaa - cregyromee mokoreHHe. Takue XyZOXXHHKH, KaK
JlacapenuBrn MeHAIHCh, IPHOOIIAICH K CONteMpOorary art, yxe yexas Ha 3a1ay.’
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“Harold Rosenberg." American Action Painters" Art News51/8, Dec. 1952

»The tension of the private myth is the content of every painting of this vanguard. The act on the canvas
springs from an attempt to resurrect the saving moment in his "story" when the painter first felt himself
released from Value—myth of past self-recognition. Or it attempts to initiate a new moment in which the
painter will realize his

total personality—myth of future self-recognition.

Some formulate their myth verbally and connect individual works with its episodes. With others, usually
deeper, the painting itself is the exclusive formulation, it is a Sign.“
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43 like the model text described by Roland Barthes as a multi-dimensional space where meanings clash,
excavation is a whirlpool of referents and signs. Here de Kooning also came to the threshold of a chromatic field
and we must now turn to how others explored that most extreme pictorial phenomenon.” David Anfam.
Abstract Expressionism. Thames and Hudson Ltd, London.1990. 33.134

4 ..energy and motion made visible — memories arrested in space” pollock . ibid. 121
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52 Heinrich Woifflin. Principles of Art History. The Problem of the Development of Style in Later Art. Courier
Dover Publications, 1950. 33.27

»..are grounded on two fundamental premises: first, the art itself is circumscribed by certain a priori limits;
second, that these limits correspond to equally limited possibilities of seeing, which exist as psychological and
psychological contents.”

53 Hans Belting. The end of the history of art?translated by Christopher S.Wood. The University of Chicago
press. 1987 33.22.

“Seeing is surely not merely derived from biological conditions, but rather reflects cultural conventions which,
to put briefly, are not to be explained by the physical structure of the eye.”

5 Walter Benjamin. Das Kunstwerk im Zeitalter seiner technischen Reproduzierbarkeit. Zeitschrift fiir
Sozialforschung. 1936.
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%6 Boris Groys. “Art Asket. Gia Edzgveradze.” Kunstforum, Bd.142, 1998, s.140

+/ICKyCCTBO aBaHrapga siBnsietca nocnegosarenem 6onbLion metapmsmyeckon, NNaTtoHOBCKO-
XpUCTUAHCKOM Tpaguumun. B aTon Tpagumumm xxenaroT 4OCTMYb BeccmMepTus ayLum, NOTOMY U NepexusaroT
NOCPELCTBOM acke3bl MUCTUYECKYHO CMEPTh, HyNEBOE COCTOsIHUE AyLUKn, 0CBObOXAast TeM cambiM cebsi
OT BCEro YenoBEe4Y€eCKoro.

OT1a MeTadmanyeckas ackesa Haxo4uT CBOW paspeLLeHne B peayKummn, KoTopas npeacraBnseT cobon
rmaBHbLIN MeTO aBaHrapga.

57 Janis Mink. Marcel Duchamp, 1887-1968 Art as Anti- Art. K6ln: Taschen, 2004

"The Large Glass has been called a love machine, but it is actually a machine of suffering. Its upper and lower
realms are separated from each other forever by a horizon designated as the 'bride's clothes.' The bride is
hanging, perhaps from a rope, in an isolated cage, or crucified. The bachelors remain below, left only with the

possibility of churning, agonized masturbation."
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%8 Gia Edzgveradze. Welcome foam-farewell human. Hatje Cantz Verlag. 2009.

59 The major question is how the outlines of the history of modern times designed the image of the future
today and what does the future signify now?” Gia Edzgveradze. Welcome foam-farewell human. Hatje Cantz
Verlag. 2009. a3.221.

8 Jean Baudrillard.’From the Universal to the Singular. The Violence of the Global.” The Future Of

Values. 21st-Century Talks. (edited by Jerome Binde). Unesco and Berghan Books, Oxford (2004).p. 19-20 -
»In fact, globalization is fatal to the universal. The dynamic of the universal as transcendence, an ideal goal or
utopia, ceases to exist as such once it is achieved. The globalization of values puts an end to the universality of
values. it is the triumph of unipolar thought over universal thinking....what happens, with the transition from
the universal to global, is a simultaneous homogenization and fragmentation of the system of infinitum.”

61 just recently we realized that object has dissolved within the signifier and that subject has a nature of a mere
bricolage without the chance to transform itself into a pure and monogamous phenomena. 222 (Js6mn)e00
05630. b.bs8-9am0560)
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83 “It was around 1990. Someone took me to see a show of Renoir’s Bathers and I hated it. There is this use of
pink and it’s supposed to be seductive and sensual and I put my teeth on edge.. I thought “I am going to do a
piece that captures this” and that’s where Little Bathers came from.” Rona Pondick. Works — 1986-2001.
Sonnabend press.2002. 93.58

64 Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari.A Thousand Plateaus. Capitalism and Schizophrenia. Translated by

Brian Massumi. Bloomsbury Academic.2004
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65 One fine day we will discover that all things, including ourselves, are inundated with being. Everything
around us will awaken and stir and we will perceive the existential avalanche of an inconceivable wealth of
forms descending upon us each moment. In this wild, archaic, primal experience, names and signs will vanish
into thin air, exploding the flimsy myths of our “insights” and robbing us of the chance to create such myths.*
Gia Edzgveradze. Welcome foam-farewell human. Hatje Cantz Verlag. 2009. p.112

66 While the apple, admittedly, has successfully put on elegant make-up and the shining robe of beauty
(which is why mankind has accumulated its fair share of sin), the carrot has been honest, remained true to its
natural shape and bluntly exposed its biological principle. It has always purely reflected the stale darkness of
this room without any distortion. Openly and nakedly, its erotic potential has come out in its brutal archaic
form which, through our long history, has become equated with penis. It has, in the course of time and unlike
all the other objects in this world, defied cultural assimilation, or estheticization. These characteristics truly
confirm the carrot’s sacred role of being “the mighty prick of the universe” which has entered the vagina of
Mother Earth up to the hilt. Its pride is not even impaired by the scrupulous and insulting gesture of forcefully
removing it from that vagina. It invariably remains erect, even between the teeth of the fluffy rabbit.”

Gia Edzgveradze. Welcome foam-farewell human. Hatje Cantz Verlag. 2009. 33.112.
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67 “For Ai, sunflower seeds — a common Chinese street snack shared by friends — carry personal associations
from the Cultural Revolution (1966-76). While individuals were stripped of personal freedom, propaganda
images depicted Chairman Mao as the sun and the mass of people as sunflowers turning towards him.“
3owggsTate-ols 06gmMAo3000s6. 11.10.2010. http://www.dezeen.com/2010/10/11/sunflower-seeds-2010-
by-ai-weiwei/
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72 Anne Tronch. , The other side of the history®. catalogue. 2000. Paris.

“The embroidered words produce a sort of hybrid, reflecting a blend of the traditional artistic and cultural
codes. In fact, the Collection of Bad and Wrong words are immediately framed by two forms of
contextualisation. The firs brings different systems closer together: traditional embroidery and words treated
asa plastic myterial. The words chosen - " Criminal ", " Morphie ", " Corruption ", " Ego ", " Sex ", - are testimony
to the curent state of our societies, haunted by the languages of television and advertising. Teir presence on
white satine, their being writen by means of age-old technique of embroidery acts as a headlong rush throught
time, a reflection of what Georgian Society is currently going through.
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73 Koka Ramishvili. project: Pronostic eventuel.1997, Tbilisi, Georgia.
http://www.kokaramishvili.org/mission.html

4 304G 80%0sbm. “After Ramishvili”. 35@swomyo0:Koka Ramishvili. Change. Georgian Pavilion at 53th
Venice international art biennale. 2009.93.82
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7 Daniel Birnbaum. /ntroduction. 53th international Venice Biennale of Art. Catalogue. 2009. Venice.

”A work of art is more than an object, more than a comodity. It embodies a vision of the world, and if taken
seriously must be seen as a way of making a world... It is perhaps not easy to translate the title of the exhibition
into every language, but if Edouard Glissant, a major theorist of poetic migration and transformation, is right,
the translation act itself is a way of making our shared world richer. With every language we lose, the
imagination of the world is impoverished. With every translation of the poem into another language , our
collective imaginary universe is enhanced:”The cultures of the world are furiously and knowingly coming into
contact with each other, changing by exchanging, through irremediable collisions and ruthless wars — but also
through the breakthrough of moral conscience and hope.”
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9 Hans Belting. The end of the history of art?translated by Christopher S.Wood. The University of Chicago
press. 1987. P.27

“The common denominator of the historiography of art had always been, above all, an ideal notion of art which
was then explicated through the history of art. The loss of this paradigm did not eliminate the experience of
art, but — just as did the loss of a traditional conception of history — it transformed scholarship. The discipline
won new insights into its material and had to account for these insights with new theories. Only the work of
art itself — not a definition of art, whatever it might be — was capable of resisting the preassure of the new
questions. This was of course always an object of interest, but now it was seen in an entirely new way. The
work of art testifies not to art but to man. And man in his artistic appropriation of the world does not lose
contact with the world but rather bears witness to it. He reveals his historicity in his limited world view and
limited range of expression. In his sense the work of art is a historical document.”

9 39MEM 353561535, ,OGHMD 56 SGOL LadosOMZIM? 269329 HXIBS bogsGoaggermdo - 1960-80 fergdo.
d0gobo, 2000. 43.96
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Resume

The thesis - 7Transformation of visual signs: artistic forms and concepts in the Georgian
version of postmodernist art -aims to display crucial moments of the development of
contemporary Georgian visual art where basic changes are taking place in artistic thinking,
in the forms of presentation or concepts as a components of complicated context determined
by historical reality. The main task of the artistic field for transitional period was focused on
resumption of connections with the international art world after almost century isolation
and rapid rethinking of ‘missed’ experiences beside identification of its own role.
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The first chapter describes some important points from the history of art’s
interpretation which were immediately taken in view as a necessary premise to join with
international art scene. The second part concerns Georgian contemporary art where the
exceptional importance of context for Georgian artist’s works is discussed beside the
fundamentals which have leaded to the crucial changes in 1980-1990-ies. All parts of the
third chapter are concentrated on the subject of discussing historical themes and documental
material in the projects by some artists of Last Soviet Generation. And at last we’ll consider
contradictory interrelations between Georgian media and artistic sphere and some items of
urban art. The points mentioned here are combined in a whole picture displaying the entity
of very complex and even non verbalized processes which define the characteristics and
directions of transformation period.

Among the different versions of art critical analysis some were especially important for
local art scene on the way to understand and rethink theoretical experiences of
contemporary art. There are critical ideas by Arthur C. Danto among them as his works
include phenomenological interpretation of the contemporary art taking in consideration his
practice in art criticism as he was writing critical reviews for a long time for 7he Nation and
Naked Punch Review and also worked as an assisting editor for Artforum. One of the

important concepts which became a source for various interpretations in the history of
contemporary art refers to the idea of end of art. Among the authors researching this concept
and who is more often cited is exactly Arthur C. Danto. This subject is arisen almost in his all
texts and is based on the thought about status of art work revealed during the development

of contemporary art. The state where ordinary object may turn into art work and when its

transformation can open the dimension which was not imaginable before Danto explored in

his famous book Transfiguration of commonplace - published in 1981.7/¢ Later, in 1999 he

wrote an essay on Hegel’s thesis about the end of art and discussed Hegels’ famous comment
about the end of art: "Art, considered in its highest vocation, is and remains for us a thing of
the past. Thereby it has lost for us genuine truth and life, and has rather been transferred
into our ideas instead of maintaining its earlier necessity in reality and occupying its higher
place." 11°

Danto’s verson of the thesis means transformation of art into philosophical category when
each art work exists into its own terms as an autonomous system. At the first glance opposite
definition by Josef Kosuth — 7he Art After Philosophy - focuses on the same essence of
functions of art as both cases reveal influence of Ludwig Wittgenstein’s Philosophical
Investigations to the point of relation between meaning and functions: ‘For a large class of
cases—though not for all—in which we employ the word "meaning" it can be defined thus:

Y8 ArthurC. Danto. The Transfiguration of the Commonplace . Cambridge, Mass. : Harvard University
Press. (1981)

119 Hegel’s Aesthetics: Lectures on Fine Arts. Translated by T. M. Knox. Oxford; The Clarendon Press, 1975
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the meaning of a word is its use in the language.’'? Josef Kosuth defines function or nature of
art foreseeing analogy which happens in art when it exists as a language of art; he described
the work of art as a kind of statement presented in a context of art as a comment on art. He
supposes more deep versions of these declarations where works of art are presented as
analytical statements and give us no information about any subject but they only present
artist’s intention and in that way offer open valley expressed in Donald Judd’s phrase:

“If someone calls it art, it's art 2! In one case a method based on special concept can work
but it may be absolutely useless in another situation. For conceptualism in Soviet conditions
Boris Groys invented a term - Romantic Conceptualism, - absolutely incredible combination
of words as he mentioned because ‘it was impossible for that time to give any other name to
the activity of some artists in Moscow.” The conceptual art produced by Soviet artist may
look like Western or American items but it has quite different content. The Western or
American version was characterized by explicitness of scientific experiment where limits of
our ability of perception were obvious when Soviet artists were connected with the context
of collectiveness’ spirit and mystic experiences.'?? This strange mix of rational attitudes to the
specific lirism made possible to be a very complex phenomena as it was conceptual art in the
conditions of Soviet regime or the first years after its collapse.

Non official art, designated as non conformist, other, alternative, underground art
used to express opposite reactions against ideological art i.e. social realism and censorship in
time of the Soviet Union connecting banned western trends to its own context, as well as
conducting some kind of adaptation. In one of his interviews Georgian artist, Otar
Chkhartishvili described the context of Post Stalin “Ottepel” period censorship. Being
announced as the persona non grata in the Post Soviet system, O. Chkhartishvili was the
participant of famous Moscow Buldhozer exhibition —held in 1974. In his interview the
artist suggested that Georgian Artists’ Union represented the branch of Soviet Security
Committee (so called Suki) as all other Soviet Union Institutions. Artists’ Union used to
implement all the orders of Security Committee, especially in case of artists with different
vision. Such artists were deprived of state contracts and they never received materials for
their needs. There works were never exhibited and thus never obtained. They were never
given opportunity to take part in retrospective exhibitions held by Artists’ Union foundation
and Ministry of Culture. Artists exploring different practice were attributed to non
acceptable artists list. There was no particular style to attribute to the censorship. Georgia
would never boast with abundance of such activists, while in Moscow such artists conducted
important movements. It was absolutely natural for the Soviet imperialist centrist model.

120 Tudwig Wittgenstein. Philosophical Investigations. Translated by G.E.M.Anscombe. Basil Blackwell Ltd
Oxford. 1986.

121 1f someone calls it art, it's art.“Donald Judd -

Joseph Kosuth. Art After Philosophy (1969). Reprinted in Peter Osborne, Conceptual Art: Themes and

movements, Phaidon, London, 2002
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Aleksandre ( Shura ) Bandzelade was one of the first among those artists, who deliberately
started to deal with late modernism problematic and had an influence on artistic activity of
that period. Georgian cultural life processes were still controlled by Russia and the fact that
an art critic Leonid Bajhenov, the chief of National Centre for Contemporary Arts in
Moscow came up with the initiative to represent Aleksabdre Bandzeladze to Moscow artistic
scene as the only representative of Georgian avanguard art in 1970. It was not his own
specific circle defined Bandzeladze as avanguard artist, but official institutions from Moscow
legalized him as such artist. The phrase itself “the only representative of Georgian vanguard
art” is curious. Giving the ready model form outside to local area was proceeding
imperialistic policy on culture field. This policy was not new. It started a century ago, when
the relationship between Russia and Georgia became too complicated, from the beginning of
19th century; the colonialist attacks with the aim of assimilation caused some controversy,
which later stipulated and defined the national movements’ history line. All the projects held
in Georgia had to be agreed with the Soviet Center. This was the reality during the rule of
Russian Empire, and of the whole Soviet history, where Georgia was among the participants.

This factor acted destructively on Georgian culture and it resulted in its “exoticization”,
Georgian culture was considered as irrational. Georgia itself was involved in this game and
Georgian people played the role of hospitable and gay people with a long history.

Presumably this was some kind of self-defense reflex, but it seriously impeded the

development of rationalism and analytical thinking. Georgians had supplementary goal that
was to overcome the “exotic” culture stigma that dominated in the country.
The artists of that period used to be interested in the elaboration of different artistic
experience and the transformation of art meaning in their own area. But there is deficiency
of relative researches and documentation, or they are poorly organized. Amongst the scanty
and fragmented documents that give some picture about that period’s art processes is the
Catalogue of the Georgian exhibition titled “Georgia on my mind” (Tbilisi painting). It is
said, that the title of the exhibition was chosen in association with the Ray Charles’ famous
hit.

The exhibition which was kind of Perestroika type, presented the German-Georgian project
(Dumont Buchverlag) and was held in 1990 with the support of E.Shevardnadze, the
Minister of foreign Affairs of the Soviet Union. The participants were Aleksandre (Shura)
Bandzeladze, Iliko Zautashvili, Gia Edzgveradze, Luka Lasareishvili.

According to the Catalogue the paintings presented on this exhibition were created by
equally interesting artists. There are several compositions of A. Bandzeldze, Black and White
series by Gia edzgevrdze, and large scaled significantly colorful expressive abstractions.
Abstractions of Iliko Zautashvili looked more steady, some kind of meditative. It can be
assumed that the main idea of these works as the conversion of spiritual and transcendent
aspects in visible forms. In short, this exhibition was introducing the attitudes and interests
of our artists. They were all open and frank but still remained non familiar for their country’s
environment. This was some kind of escape from complex reality; it was almost impossible
for that time to express this reality adequately with the means of artistic forms and objects.
New concepts started to emerge and it took long time to find the relevant forms to embody
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them. These difficulties forced the artists to find more adequate and free space. And the
migration appeared as some kind of way out in this situation.

The discourse of transitional period was concentrated on identity definitions and its’s
main goal was expressed in manifestations by Georgian intellectuals witnessing the country
as an independent and valuable state which didn’t’ belong to The Soviet Union anymore and
wasn’t united with Russian culture. For this moment it became actual to re-read and re-think
history as the big deal of officially confirmed researches were based on tendentious and one-
sided decisions and they lost their legality and durability with the end of regime. Researches
on historical and ritual themes took central place for intellectuals of this time and they
concern not only past but present processes as well. Codes form historical memory appeared
in the art of this period through interpreted chronicles into stylized or grotesques
compositions, sculptural or painterly abstractions. Koka Ramishvili is one of artists who
didn’t emigrate in West but was involved in different international projects and was
researching local context through his art. He usually connects historical processes with
changes in art, e.g. introducing new practices in the area where this kind of historical
experience was entirely missed and only classical academic drawing and realistic painting
was taught at art schools. One of the first experimental videos by Koka Ramishvili was built
after Tarkovsky’s - Stalker — the film had great importance for people lived in isolated world
and it was percieved by them as an epochal metaphor on everlasting expectations and thirst
for changes. The main symbol of this film was a Zone — the whole system of dangerous
obstacles where didn’t work any rational or logical action and only through intuitive
sensibility had a one a chance to escape nevertheless nobody hoped for real changes. Soviet
experiences serve as a basic component for Koka Ramishvili’s art and those components
appeared as hybrid versions connected with new realities. Search for connections between
form and content in different mediums led Koka Ramishvili’s art to the theme defined by
him as From document to the image. Drawing lesson was a project by him realized in various
versions in different time symbolizing meeting of divided parts of world: Western art world
with its developed new media and Post Socialist part with its strong school of classical
drawing. Beside the subject of mediums or technologies there were another impetus for
artistic inspirations and 1980-1990-ies were the most active and fruitful years in the history
of Georgian contemporary art. Artists participating in this process are maintaining the
suggestion that their active enthusiasm in this period was defined by existential motives and
it was a form of struggle for survives in crisis time. Everything was imbued with a symptoms
of aftershock as almost every detail changed an firstly didn’t exist the state anymore which
was considered as model of unshakeable wholeness for a century long.

The crisis of 1990-ies was more or less common for all post socialist states and accordingly it
was reflected in art processes.

In regard to the art scene in Georgia it was almost entirely outlined by Thbilisi though there
were some precedents of other Georgian cities. Relations with Moscow — the former center
and finally was interrupt at all but influences of different types and logical resemblances of
processes was kept. In every capital of former Soviet republics there were on or even several
avanguard groups which pretended to do contemporary art and maintain liberal values.

This type of groups were supported from various cultural programmes and official
institutions from Perestroika times and sometimes they profited from personal sympathy of
officials of Ministry of Culture or other institutions. Later new organizations appeared which
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were discussing local art in connection with global context, e.g. in Russia it was The State
Center of Contemporary art founded in 1992 and it was a result of perestroika artistic
activities and part of ratification of westernization politics. The group 7enth Floor was a
perestroika type phenomenon in Georgia and it’s significant that the avanguard group from
Yerevan at the same time was named almost identically — 7he Third Floor, - and groups had
similar functions for their contexts too. Artistic activities were expressed mainly in a form
named as 7usovka — meetings or parties including different art events and way of life of
particular persons. There is no equivalent meaning in Georgian to Russian 7usovka and it
entered in a very specific way in Georgian reality of 1990-ies. This culture was tied with
Russian (“center”) or Soviet situation. Tusovka manner of life is associated with group Tenth
floor and later with Reactive club or Lado Burduli - rock musician’s studio. The Tenth
Floor’s locations were firstly at The Tbilisi State Academy of Art, on the tenth floor, later
exhibition hall at Tbilisi History Museum — Karvasla or Mamuka Japaridze’s studio, The Old
Gallery and etc. 7usovka phenomena became an artistic form of self-expression or rethinking
of past for Russian youth in the center of former empire in post totalitarian period.
Especially it was distinctly revealed in Russian rock movement or in Sergei Kuryokhin’s
conceptual project named as Pop Mechanika where musical experimental performances were
directed to the public who lived in expectation of changes. The theoretical base of
Kuryohin’s project was named as Morphology of Pop Mechanika where was given the
author’s attempt of realizing new cultural situation.

The contemporary Georgian visual art today taking in consideration processes mentioned
above is constructing rather complicated and linear picture which cannot be presented as
completed process. In the frames of presented research we can only observe its premises,
historical reality and artistic activities in their interrelations in order to describe common
picture and define major directions.

Alike other countries unified by socialist system and later fell in period of transitional state
the current process of development in Georgia is going in oppositions built by choice of
different political-cultural models and existed reality.

The contemporary art world and its activity is usually considered as a result of
modernization of society where crucial point is based on liberal values.

The discourse of contemporary art is defined by artistic thinking based on civil consciousness
and critical thinking focused on the problems of borders of freedom, gender, religion,
politics, minorities distinctive cultures and their relations. Attempts to join international art
scene by Georgian artists were started in the Soviet times. Firstly it implicated the interests
towards the movements and artistic visions which were forbidden in local area by ideological
censorship. Later local artists started reflexive work on their own context and began to
represent authentic production at international exhibitions and forums. in this direction we
have gotten as an inevitable consequence the history from 1990-ies to nowadays which is not
very long but is overloaded by essential nuances. It’s obvious that contemporary art is not
entirely legitimized as the process of its institutionalization is not completed but
representatives of new generation may act in this specific field without any obstacles and
there are not more crucial the term of post-soviet artist. There are some interesting
interpretations of nearest history and specific subjects in several works by different artists
and it seems to be important to introduce them to vast audience in order to share specific
way of experience and enrich cultural process in whole. It’ll be reasonable to go further in
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research work of contemporary art and examine it as a part of cultural development of
society and part of it’s identity determination. The research presented here is a starting point
in this direction which can be developed in future works as by author so in collaborative
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