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Lina Mosashvili

Metaphorical conceptualization of LOVE and the peculiarities

of its verbalization in “The Man of Property” by John Galsworthy

Summary

The paper is devoted to the study of metaphorical conceptualization of
LOVE in “The Man of Property” by John Galsworthy. The philosophical basis
of contemporary linguistic thought lies in the synthetic perception the world
which is carried out by the speaker in two ways — rationally or logically and
metaphorically or figuratively. The latter has represented a special interest for
linguistic and literary studies since the antique times. Metaphorical perception
of the world embodies associative cognition of the objective world, which is
based on the speaker’s/author’s subjective-evaluative perception of the world
and his/her individual gift of metaphorical thinking. Metaphorical perception
finds its verbal explication through metaphors and similes, which are mainly
treated as synonymous constructs expressing the speaker’s metaphorical
thought in a most aesthetic way.

Metaphorization is especially popular in literary texts as it represents a
highly emotional and expressive linguostylistic device employed by the author
while depicting character sketches or developing the plot. The aim of our paper
is to study how the notion of LOVE is treated and explicated in “The Man of
Property”. Having employed linguo-stylistic, contextual-semantic, componen-
tial and content analysis, we came to the conclusion that the conceptualization

of LOVE in the novel is carried out by the author through direct or indirect



metaphorization either with the help of metaphors or similes via the central
theme of the Saga — property. As one of the characters, young Jolyon expresses
“We are, of course, all of us the slaves of property, and I admit that it’s a ques-
tion of degree, but what I call a ‘Forsyte’ is a man who is decidedly more than
less a slave of property. He knows a good thing, he knows a safe thing, and his
grip on property — it doesn’t matter whether it be wives, houses, money, or
reputation — is his hallmark.”

The research revealed the tragedy of the self-destructing mentality of
“the Forsytism,” especially typical for that period of history in Victorian Britain
— obsession with property. Criticism of the mentioned mentality is also carried
out by the author through metaphors. Thus, a more powerful impact on the
reader is achieved.

Based on our research, we conclude that John Galsworthy is an outstand-
ing representative of classical realism. In his philosophy of life burgeois and es-
thetic ideas blend ideally. The proof of this is the metaphorical conceptualiza-

tion of love studied in our work.



