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Functions of English Present Tenses in Modern Fiction

Summary

The aim of this paper is to show how the choice of present tense in
narration may not just be a matter of location in time but also it may have the
effect of providing a link with a character’s mind, in the sense that an action
reported by a narrator in the present tense may be taken to be internally
focalized by the character performing the action. Focalization involves a
character neither speaking nor acting, but rather actually experiencing
something through seeing and hearing it. The type of focalization expressing
awareness on the character’s part of the action being performed is called Internal
Focalization of Awareness. In all forms of internal focalization, including IFA,
the present tense tends to be used in situations that are emotionally important to
the focalizing character.

We also deal with such aspects as the role of different functions of
present tense in the process of text interpretation. All scientific material provided
in the paper is illustrated with modern English short stories by W. Trevor, A.
Mathews and A. S. Byatt in which temporal inferences play a vital role when
distinguishing subjective fragments of thought-representation from objective

fragments of narration.
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