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Abstract

Various types of fairs that present the innovations in selected fields are always a big subject
of attention in the world business. Such kind of events is important because it highlights
many different tendencies, turning fairs into huge economic platforms. The situation is
similar with culture segment, especially with the sectors where cultural organizations are
strongly bonded with profit structures. Publishing business is one of the brightest examples
of that kind. The annual Frankfurt Book Fair (FBF) is perhaps the most important event in
the publishing field today. This work of mine intends to introduce FBF, the world’s largest

book fair, to the audience.

The text is divided in two parts: Part 1 is a presentation and review of FBF not only as an
ordinary cultural organization (or an event of the same name), but also as an important
player in cultural field that plays a big role in European book market, influencing the form
and type of literary product. This element makes FBF an exceptional phenomenon, because
there is no other fair that is involved in the process of product creation and its presentation
so strongly. The thesis also describes the geographical scale and expanse of FBF, its historical
background and context, importance in cultural field, media support and coverage,
developments and changes from its founding day so far. FBF’s importance as a cultural and
economic ground besides being a cultural platform is also made clear. A separate chapter is
dedicated to the “Guest of Honor” program which is organized by Frankfurt Book Fair since

1976, that has emerged as one of the main caused of FBF’s enduring strength.

The second part of the thesis was written due to Georgia’s forthcoming appearance at FBF
2018 as Guest of Honor. The chapters included discuss and examine is the levels of challenge
and possibility this program represents for Georgia; describe “Georgian National Book

Center” (GNBC) which organizes our country’s appearance at the fair and analyzes the

vi



programs GNBC launched for developing local book market. Describing the process of
preparation for Frankfurt Book Fair is one of the main topics in the following work,
elucidating the aims and logical expectations. The last chapter of the dissertation combines
the reviews of Georgian book market and Soviet publishing sector that served as its
predecessor. This chapter is important to for proper perception of human resources and level
of professionalism Georgia has on its way to the challenges Frankfurt Book Fair 2018 poses
for the country.

As the addendums presented Master’s Thesis include three interviews with following
respondents:

Tobias Voss — Vice president of Frankfurt Book Fair

Medea Metreveli — Director of Georgian National Book Center

Bakur Sulakauri — Publisher, Teacher, Principal of “Tbilisi Green School”.

Key words: fair, publishing sector, book market, cultural event, culture organization,

intelectual rights.
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