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Summary

The main purpose of the paper is to reveal and describe the characteristics of the
literary title and its main functions in the concept-forming of the literary text. As the
research shows, title implies the following main functions: nominative, informative,
separating, expressive, advertising and cognitive.

Title stands aside the main text, but it represents the whole literary world in its small
capacity of few words. It contains the main idea, the concept of the literary work, and
portrays the principal message, the point, which the author puts into it. It serves as the
indicating sign to the reader, who is supposed to understand the importance in grasping the
central idea of the text from the title. So, one of the main functions of the title is to actualize
the author’s hidden concept of the work, which should be revealed step-by-step, during the
process of reading, and every time returning to the title, to find the connections between the
text and the title. Accordingly, title represents the framework of the literary text that binds
together the beginning and the ending of the work and all in all shows the main concept and
the purpose, which is conveyed by the author’s message.

The paper discusses the concept-forming function of the title according to William
Faulkner’s famous novel “The Sound and the Fury”. Its title bears extremely symbolic and
allusive character, as it represents the words from W. Shakespeare’s tragedy — “Macbeth”.
Although these words are taken from Macbeth’s short soliloquy, they portray completely
different concept in Faulkner’s novel and his main message can only be revealed after the

detailed analysis of the text itself and of its interrelation with the title.



