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Annotation

Linguistics in the 20th century was marked by the subdivision of new branches. One
of them was Sociolingustics, which includes many phenomena. And among them there is the
concept of bilingualism. In many communities around the world, competence in two, or
more, languages is an issue of considerable personal, socio-cultural, economic, and political
significance. For some, the issues surrounding bilingualism are viewed as “problems” to be
overcome; for others, they are viewed as “challenges” that, once mastered, benefit the
individual, the community, and even the nation in which they live. The need to know two
or more languages is not new. Historical documents indicate that individuals and whole
communities around the world have been compelled to learn other languages for centuries
and they have done so for a variety of reasons -language contact, colonization, trade,
education through a colonial language (e.g., Latin, Greek), and intermarriage (Lewis, 1977).
Notwithstanding historical patterns, changes in the modern world are presenting new

incentives for learning additional languages.

As a societal and political phenomenon present in multilingual nations and
communities around the world, as well as an individual phenomenon, the issue of
psychology, neurology, communication sciences and personal development, bilingualism and
precisely early bilingualim has been the focus of our interest. ~ This paper will review some
topics, themes of research, and terminology related to different aspects of bilingualism. It
also reviews interesting statements and ideas of famous linguists about advantages or
disadvantages of early bilingualism, myths and misunderstandings about bilingualism,
different types of bilinguals and some problems raised by bilingualism. One of the most
controversial issues in the field of L2 acquisition is the question of age. It is widely
hypothesized that “younger is better” when it comes to learning a second language. This is a
theoretical issue of great significance to researchers since it concerns the biological capacity
of humans to acquire language effectively and completely at certain stages of development,

but not at others.



Therefore the main focus of our topic is made on age factor in bilingualism. Compared
to late bilingualism, early bilingualism has a number of advantages. The earlier children
pick up a language, the less accented their language is likely to be. Children are, additionally,
able to spontaneously pick up the grammatical structures as they go along. The adult has
complexes, feels inhibited, is afraid of being ridiculed and often has difficulty speaking a
foreign language, whereas the child, on the contrary, has no fear. Learning for a child,

therefore, occurs naturally and not artificially as for adolescents and adults.



