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Tamar Letodiani

TITLE OF A LITERARY TEXT AS A LINGUO-CULTURAL PHENOMENON
AND ITS TYPOLOGICAL DYNAMICS IN BRITISH LITERATURE

Summary

The present work deals with the linguosemiotic study of titles of literary texts in social-
cultural context aiming to reveal those lexical, structural-semantic and stylistic peculiarities that
create their genre typicality.

Text Linguistics defines the text as a dynamic lingual sign of the highest rank which
should be viewed in the context of communication as an interaction of the author with the
reader. Reading a literary text implies adequate perception of the aesthetic information, the
author has conveyed in it. It is first of all the title of a literary work that helps the reader to
succeed in this process.

The empirical material under study involves the literary works by the British writers of
the XVII-XX cc. The research showed that, a title has an essential informative potential
conveying the main message of the whole text in a compressed form, so it can be treated as the
key concept of the literary work. We consider a title as a special type of foretext, because, from
the functionalist viewpoint, a verbal unit of any length, be it a sequence of thematically
interrelated sentences, one simple sentence or even one single word, can be defined as a text if it
performs a communicative function. Therefore, a title is defined as a foretext of a literary work,
indicating an author’s communicative intention.

Hence the research of a title of a literary text is of paramount importance and theoretical
value for text linguistics and requires a special study. Our choice and actuality of the present
work is conditioned by the above-mentioned facts.

We analyzed titles of British literary texts of the XVII-XX centuries via the three-
dimensional semiotic model that implies the integration of syntactic, semantic and pragmatic
aspects of textuality that enabled us not only to reveal and generalize their structural-semantic
and stylistic peculiarities but to consider them in the socio-cultural context of the epoch as well,

pointing out typological changes of titles in dinamics.
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