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Abstract

The aim of the paper is to explore the similarities and differences in English and
American literature texts with the help of close reading and Comparative Literature
analyses methods. The present research is based on following works: “Tam o’ Shanter” by
Robert Burns, “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” by Washington Irving and “Young
Goodman Brown” by Nathaniel Hawthorne.

The research shows what the causes of The Salem witch trials was and what affect this
process had on American and English writers’ works. With the use of Comparative
literature method there is compared English and American writers’ dependence on
witchcraft. Beside this the paper deals with the significance of the witch’s night in three
works of these three writers.

According to the present research it became clear that all of these three authors
referring to the same theme, although they consider it differently. In case of Washington
Irving and Robert Burns the theme of witchcraft is discussed in the terms of satire and
humor. Unlike them, Nathaniel Hawthorne uses realistic and dramatic approach to this
problem, which can be explained by life experience.

The paper consists of an introduction, Georgian and English abstract, five chapters, the
conclusion and references.

Key words: Puritans, Salem process, witchcraft, sin.



