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Abstract

The goal purued in ths essay is to contribute to the growing literature and understanding
of Russia’s soft power. The research is subsequently concentrated on identifying the narratives
and politics being produced by Russia. Moreover, since the soft power is increasingly
understood as a separate mean of foreign policy-making, it is being analysed within the
theoretical suggestions made by Constructivizm in International Relations, with the emphasis

placed on the underlying reasons of soft-power narratives and policy formation.

Russian soft power politics and narratives suggest the specifics, which are not simply
limited and directed against the competing western liberal-democracies and their

charachteristic values and institutions, but offer a diametrically different model of development,



together with the ensuing alternative strategic and political solutions which also promotes

alternative models of socio-political organization.

The research aims to contribute to theoretical debates on International Relations by
concentrating on analysis of the “soft power”. Namely, in seeming difference with other
traditional theories of IR, which are object-specific, that is they are mainly state centric,
Constructivizm in International Relations concentrates on non-material factors like ideas,

identities, values and norms.

The study therefore, is based on constructivist theory and develops arguments which

trace the formative process of Russia’s soft power policy mainly based on ideas and identities.

The reasons provided account for actuality of the study and contribute to on-going

debates on soft power in international relations.
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