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Abstract

Topic of the current Masters’ paper is the definition of the social capital in the
process of the socialization of an individual. The aim of the research was to reveal
the role of social capital in between of the two different generations’ (people who
were born in the XX century in the 60s and the 90s) representatives. These two
generations were chosen because supposedly the definition of the social capital, its
accumulation and utilization methods had to be different for the people, who went
through the process of socialization during the time of the Soviet Union, and also for

the people, who were born in the 90s.

The respondents of the research were chosen based on the variables: age, education,
successful/unsuccessful career, gender. The respondents born in Ozurgeti, who
graduated from the local schools and currently are living in Tbilisi, represent the

targeted group.

It was interesting to find out how did the homogenous group members, who

socialized in the same environment, managed to socialize their career development.

The method of the interview chosen for the research was biographical-narrative
style, which contains the study of the individuals’ perceptions and views. Because of
this, the method gives the possibility to analyse in depth the ways of utilization and

accumulation of social capital.

The results of the research showed that the strategies of utilization and accumulation
of social capital are different in between the generations. It was interesting to find
out that the chosen age group members understand the definition of social capital

differently. The results showed that the social capital had the decisive role in



development of the older generations’ career. The young generation do not relate
their current or future success to the social capital; instead, they indicate that the
social capital plays certain role in the process of their socialization. Also in the
research it is underlined the relationship in between the social and cultural capitals
in which it is suggested that in most of the cases individual social capital is being

converted into the cultural capital.

The results of the research are important because, at this stage in all the existing
researches done in Georgia, the social capital mainly is represented by the studies
which analyses the trust in relation to public services and in differentiation of this
the subject of the abovementioned research is to study importance of the social

capital on the micro level.
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