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Abstract

At the moment Georgia is going through transitional period of Nationalism. It’s just the
period the country’s statehood has reached the definite point of development and
intends to move to the new stage. While passing this transitional period the issue of the
country’s future development makes certain experts feel suspicion about. Despite this
fact the formation process of Georgia as a state has begun a long time ago and the state
development itself is really an inevitable process. The issue becomes trickier to follow if
we take into account the long-lasting period of realization and adoption and then
disappearance and regaining of nationalism by Georgia. According to a number of
experts nationalism has its roots in the early period and the founder of it was Ilia
Chavchavadze. The goal of the following research is to discuss nationalism connected to
the development process of the state and Georgian political arena so as to make clear
certain variations of the concepts of Georgian nationalism that the country has passed
through its political development. The research concerns the issue of suspicious
existence of religious and civil nationalism, the stages of their origin and development as
well as their compatibility and conflict. The theoretical base of the research relies on
the theories of nationalism by certain modern researchers and authors, so that to
comprehend the principal point of nationalism, that represents united construction of
the country. Accordingly nationalism defines development of the political spectrum and
modern statehood. Empirical part of the work is based on written sources and interviews
with the experts, which were conducted with the specialists of the field. The research

revealed the following:

e In Georgian history we can only see civil nationalism as fragmentary, as
its formation hasn’t finished.

e There is no religious nationalism in Georgia. In Georgian reality there
firmly exists religious identity only, that is integrated with ethno nationalism

and so represents some type of hybrid nationalism;



e In the history of Georgia we witness the instances of collaboration
among religious institutions and state, though not compatibility or coexistence.
This collaboration was only an attempt of subordination and domination.

e The hybrid type nationalism (religious identity-nationalism) that is
mentioned in the case collides to the civil nationalism, which is the result of
incompatibility of the nationalism ides and values to the values of the modern
church.

e Today religious in Georgia is extremely national and it can’t be
compatible with the civil nationalism.

e In Georgia Nationalism based on ethnical and religious identity will
never exist at the same time with the civil nationalism. They determine a

nation’s course and interest differently and independently.



