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ABSTRACT

Presented research project covers investigation of interests of children living

and working on the streets. The research uses photovoice method and aims

e tomeet the children, living in caritas daycare centers or night

shelters,closer.
e to reflect the ‘important matters’ of life regarded by them.
e to perceive the positive and negative aspects of their everyday real-world.

Along with the photovoice method, a semi-structured interview has been
utilized in the research as well. Also, adequate research scales were used for evaluation

and determination of the level of happiness and self-confidence of the participants.

In consequence of the research the following significant aspects have been

emerged:

e (aritas ‘warm house’ plays important role in children’s lives. The existing
situation in the centre and establishing emotional closeness to staff members are very
critical;

e Children who live in daycare centers are - just children and they have the
same interests as other children, they play the similar games such as football,

volleyball, hopscotch, touch or different computer games;



e [Friends play a great role;

e Religion and faith give children hope, make them stronger;

e  Children are less focused on families, in both positive and negative
contexts. They do not want to speak about their families because of missing family
links and conflict situations in their families;

e  Children do not care about schools, about becoming educated

e Because of psychogeny conditions children feel less responsibility to others,
they frequently fail in autosuggestion and have lower level of happiness

e  Specific hope for their future is connected with the career advancement.

The results of the research are vital in order to foresee the interests of children,
get to know them as individuals, see their interests and offer them well adapted

services.

Keywords: children living and working on the streets, “Caritas Georgia”,

dependence, privacy, participating research, photovoice.



