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Abstract

Family is an important part of individual's life and is one of the main values of
Georgian culture. In collectivist cultures, it is considered as an element that meets a
variety of needs. Creating family means to fulfill requirements of society and at the

same time, to fulfill yourself, to acquire new status(es) and new roles.

This master thesis deals with family-related perceptions and beliefs that are discussed
from the perspective of married women. Key issues are understanding of family in

Georgian context, the role it plays in a woman's life and how she can benefit from it.

The study adopted qualitative research methods, namely, in-depth interviews and
focus groups. These methods helped to shed light on main questions and themes. The

findings are interpreted using Structural functionalist approach.

The study reveales that married women feel more fulfilled than single. Analysis has
mainly been built upon this theme — self-fulfillment. It was found that family helps
women to deal with solitude and receive benefits, such as child, shared
responsibilities, etc. Some important themes that emerged from data - responsibility,
care, self-sacrifice — are considered as phenomenon which contribute to the full self-

realization of a woman.

The family is a complex and interesting social institute. It’s an important
phenomenon to study by sociologists, as it might help to trace ongoing changes of

norms and values in contemporary society.

Main keywords: family, self-fulfillment, the state, sacrifice, care, responsibility



