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Abstract

A devastating flood in Thbilisi in June 2015 revealed all deficiencies that the Georgian emergency
management system suffers from in terms of prevention, readiness, coordination and
responsiveness. I use the 13 June case to highlight strength and weakness of the Georgian
emergency management system, and against this background present the recommendations for
further improvements. The proposed changes will transform the existing emergency

management agencies into a flexible, responsive and effective system.

In 1990s, the emergency management system effectively collapsed in Georgia. Relevant
agencies were abolished, funding canceled and the supporting infrastructure almost entirely
demolished. Since 2008, authorities have taken several positive steps, including structural
changes, reallocation of duties and responsibilities, adaptation of new laws, and establishment of
new agencies. However, the emergency system still faces several challenges that deserves

fundamental solutions.

The aim of this master’s thesis is to describe the Georgian emergency management
system in detail and identify critical challenges and deficiencies that require swift reaction. The
thesis provides the detailed description of all relevant agencies involved, existing standard
operating procedures, and legislation. In parallel, I present the similar system in Estonia as an

effective alternative model for Georgia.



