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Abstract 

 

In 2003, when the US-led coalition forces planned to implement the military 

intervention in Iraq after the 9/11 terrorist attack on the US land, Turkey did not grant its 

military bases to the coalition forces for the mentioned military operations despite its 

membership of NATO and all the strategic partnership among the two courtiers. The Turkey’s 

denial disrupted the bilateral relationship and contributed to the partnership among US forces 

and Iraqi Kurds against Saddam Hussein, then-leader of Iraq. The successful partnership of the 

two strengthened the existing but formal autonomy of Iraqi Kurdistan in the Iraq.   

 

In 2014, 11 years later, USA is planning its military intervention in Syria, this time 

against the Islamic State. Despite the numerous high-level diplomatic talks initiated by the 

Washington, Turkey again neglects the possibility to provide its military bases for the US and 

the coalition forces.   The reality has changes in June 2015, as the Syrian Kurdish armed forces 

captured Tal-Abiad, the city of a strategic importance located 85 km away from the de-facto 

capital of ISIS: Raqqa thus strengthening the Kurdish positions in the Northern Syria. Turkish 

leaders are sensitive about the advencment in Kurdish positions, especially near its borders, 

which comes into contradiction to the current US strategy against ISIS.  

 

The aim of the paper is to explore the role of Kurds in the US-Turkey Relationship and 

the impact of the foreign policies of those two countries on Kurdish issue in the Middle East and 

vice versa. The paper relays on the cases of conflict in Iraq and Syria as the modern and actual 

precedent of the operation of the aforementioned socio-political actors in the same geographic 

area.  
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