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Abstract

The paper aims to compare two works — John Milton’s “Paradise Lost” and Nathaniel
Hawthorne’s “The Scarlet letter”. It tries to draw a parallel between the characters of
these writings. And drawing the parallel itself serves to find out the similar and distinctive

signs of the characters in order to analyse the developed events in the works.

By analysing the events and the charaters’ behavior it should be highlighted the
main themes of the given paper in order to analyse them and to find out the changes the
personified Satan suffers from. It also should be highlighted the signs that differs him from

the world around him and the ways he manages to reach the goals with.

The paper analyses the image of Milton’s Satan. It represents the way which the
Satan managed to walk from being one of the main angels to the fallen and immoral being
that was banished from the heavenly paradise. There are emphasized the probable factors

that might have turned into the reasons of his radical changes.

John Milton and his character have highly influenced Nathaniel Hawthorne. He
prorogated the poem’s Satan’s image and the signs typical for him and connected them to
the New American life. In his novel Hawthorne described already personified Satan

whose mind and feelings aim to do evil things only.

The given paper also deals with the image of a woman that Hawthorne described in
“The Scarlet Letter”. Talking about this woman helped him to emphasise the fact that the
puritan society faced the woman’s emancipation problem. But Nathaniel’s character
because of her purposeful temper and obstinacy is similar to a woman who lived in the

Victorian Era of XIX century and who faught to gain the proper place among the society.

Key words: heaven, the scarlet letter, Satan, sin, crime, revenge.
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