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Abstract

The purpose of the research is to define how successful the mediation/ negotiation process is in
the international formats of Geneva talks, Minskl, Minsk2 and Karasini-Abashidze process.
What are its determining factors? 1. We suppose that up mentioned processes are unsuccessful
because, first of all huge asymmetry between negotiators leads negotiation process to deadlock
and on the other hand, lake of pressure means on the asymmetrical power causes failure of
negotiation/mediation processes. 2. If the balance of power is asymmetrical at the negotiating
table, a smaller state is oppressed. The work is based on the negotiation/mediation theory And
on regulation of similar conflicts in the world practices. On that base we estimated effectiveness
of mediation process in our cases. In conclusion, we can say, the mediation processes in the
Geneva talks, "Mink 1" and "Minsk-2" formats are ineffective and unsuccessful. The reason of
this is power asymmetry between negotiation sides, the possession of huge levers of the
powerful party and the virtual absence of levers or their ineffectiveness. During the survey, two
semi-structured interviews were conducted with the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Georgia, the Head of Georgian delegation in Geneva International Talks, Mr. David Dondua and
the Prime Minister's Special Representative on Russia, Mr. Zurab Abashidze. The first interview
answers on the main question of our survey and proves the first hypothesis: existence of strong
party in negotiation process, without pressure mechanisms on it, leads negotiations to an
impasse. The second survey reinforced the second hypothesis, that during asymmetric
negotiations, small states are more oppressed, but they can be successful in minor aspects.

Key words: negotiation, mediation, asymmetrical conflict, Georgia, Ukraine, Russia.
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