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Abstract

At least 231 novels from around the world are written about September 11, 2001. This
thesis is novelty for the Georgian scientific field, because it represents how the traumatic

memories are expressed in post-9/11 novel.

The main topic of this thesis is to research how the characters of post-9/11 novel deal
with their private traumatic experience and how they solve the problem of dealing with a

traumatic past: forgetting or remembering.

Here is discussed the following novels: Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close by Jonathan

Safran Foer, Falling Man by Don DelLillo and Saturday by lan McEwan.

For research methodology, we have used Aleida Assmann’s four models for dealing with
the traumatic past, with the Ludwig Wittgenstein’s doctrine and theories of psychologists about

the need of verbalizing the traumatic past.

Research shows that after verbalizing the traumatic experience and dealing with it, a
person has to choose forgetting or remembering. Mostly, those who have dealt with the

traumatic experience, choose to forget the past for the sake of future.

Key words: Post-9/11 Novel, September 11, Traumatic Memories, English Literature,

American Literature, Forgetting, Remembering.
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