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Abstract

The child abuse in Georgia is a big problem, which is confirmed by the UNICEF
research conducted in 2013. According to it, almost half of the adults in Georgia
thinks that the child abuse is acceptable. On May 31, 2010 the Joint Order #152/N -
#496 - #45/N — “Approving Referral Procedures for Child Protection” of Ministry of
Health, Labour and Social Affairs of Georgia, Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia
and Ministry of Science and Education of Georgia was issued, according to which
medical professionals and dentists among them are obliged to identify and refer a
victim of abuse to appropriate services based on the agreed referral procedures.
Dentist worldwide are seeing many signs of child abuse every day, though it is not
possible to always identify, evaluate and refer such cases. The aim of our research is

to reveal the attitude of dentists in their cabinets towards the children violence. The



research tool is self-administered, semi structured questionnaire. Qualitative and
quantitative research methods were utilized. One hundred and forty six (146) dentists
were interviewed with self-administrated questionnaire and we discovered that 66.2
% of respondents have heard or seen at least once when during the treatment their
colleagues dentists address the little patients with loud tone, and 57.2 % state that
they have seen or heard how doctors shout at the children. 7% of participants of our
study have noticed the signs of child abuse during their treatment. 55.2 % say they
attended such an incident when the parent shouted, hurt, humiliated or bumped the
child. 28.3 % of dentists say that they have at least once thought that their patient
(child) was the victim of violence. 13% claim that the children have revealed
themselves that they are victims of some coercions. Besides all this unfortunately
none of the respondents have ever reacted to any kind of child abuse. The research
results outline the problems of identifying and reporting of child abuse, which need

the multidisciplinary approach and actions.
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