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§o3gobomemgool Loghmodmbolier Lodgibogbm-z3mgzomo
LoBmgoemgdén oblgo@dm@o, o0 0439 33-5 F oo, gobaol 3g36ngébgdome
5409800l dogé, 0bLEEMEL MobowabgJdetnl, dmbbgormols (3obsgs)
\350336[)0@)3@)0[) oBm(’thm@mgoob @336(‘7@)0335@0[) 3(")mq33bm(’vmb, -
Bo Jg306 ovgomobo@do godmymgoro 3bob@ob Logmdggmby, omd.
bodobroggrmemb 3mosbgenTo off obdergdl 0b@gblowér Laggerg Loy Borgdl
gobermobagali@mén o gmbegbogawmeo dobogrgdol debiodogdemaco. 1997-
2001 §rgdol ogbol-ogmolol ogggdTo ho@obgdmmo Loggryg
0db39030gd0b Yoo IaGMIorres EaEdsrro dowgm, drEom ©
BB dobogroa*; dog. aoEomgdnmros ongbggbemdol mgbabffermmol
Gogro gog-bggbmbrgomol Jngr bog 09939830 (0o sLbob bogo
FqonberTo, obglogore  ndomombmoTo,  sdmpobymbo
33 ob oo, Jnogabobaamembol bogo domumésBo, moTobol bode
bdgambrbg, modabol bo@Bo mgrgBo, 3306ogl bogo o@odgTo...).

8. 16 0gerolils, Aggbo ablEodmEol 010603 rmdmgdols dngér 03og Do,
496dmp go @oTobol 2306F0, dmbogo Loggmyg LodwmBomgdol
dbgrgrmbalol, onodlobgdyemo 0Jbo, Lodgbogbem
Lobmaomgdobomgal ododg w3bmdo bogmo. o@bndbymo bogomo
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g gmedololb**, Lomyeyg ©obdobol ompagbolol 03mgbgl
00 0mmdhogds 03 Togrmgddo.

* 310800l dmdgog36c2 bdgbrBo goded3gybogde smboBbumem Femgd o 0blEnduEol
09 ho@otrgdumera dmBomdols gbrgero 6300 To.
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d0gér Bgatrcrgoimo Bgdeaffolrmemerdgdol Loggedggeby. 03 LodzneoBgoeme bisJdgl
303908l 8-bo 0bhoyero gmgmmonho, Gedgmbog gmeomnsp dopredal
3:dmgboo hggbodn gofgmmo obdobrgdaboomgal.
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LodFmbobrerg, obrgzgmero dobybgdol godem, Gl Igmdrmgdgrmo aobros
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9 300 ol 3(0)300(l) IOMQ;;(O)EO | ['3]{]-35@(335) Q(Bg)(‘)m(ao)g. 3937 960
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FobFabs dobbgbo 3303%9: Fldoo)m Fylo)bmbo(s)zgmle d39b-ac]
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Mobrreagh 3mdogom o oggadogos bg@mgﬁg&omggmg%bo o
3ogrgeraogel vy rgaeren 3mboffagrgmdoom Logabagdm, 3myemggatncbo goligeme
30330. y3emga0l ggag80 30dmd399b0gds ,,030é0b0l” dmbrng beadgh Bo.
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Paata Bukhrashvili

Preliminary report on archaeological discovery:
s»Drosha” (processional cross) from Lasharis Jvari
(Khmelgori, Pshavi)

In the course of the past five years, members of the International
Caucasological Research Institute, supported by grants from the Social
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada, and les Fonds
pour la Formation de Chercheurs et I’Aide a la Recherche du Québec,
have been undertaking ethnographic and linguistics research in the
northeast highland provinces of Georgia. A considerable amount of video,
audio and photographic documentation has already been collected, under
the direction of Prof. Kevin Tuite of the University of Montréal.

OnJuly 16,2001, Dr. Paata Bukhrashvili was permitted to photograph a
newly-discovered artefact, which had been uncovered a year earlier by
workers restoring a beer-storage building (salude darbazi) on the territory
of the shrine of Lasharis Jvari in the province of Pshavi. (The restoration
work is taking place at the initiative of local residents, and entirely with
their financial support. We wish to acknowledge the important role played
by Mr. Irak’li Gogolauri in the organization of this project). The artefact
in question is a processional cross, the back of which is covered by an
inscription in the asomtavruli Georgian script. Unfortunately, it has been
impossible thus far to study the object in detail, and we must content
ourselves for the time being with a preliminary description based on a
superficial examination of the cross.

After examining enlarged photographs.taken of thécross by us, Prof.
Valeri Silogava proposes a provisional dating of the cross and its
inscription to the 11th century, based on paleographic features. Prof.
Silogava reads the text — which, as is apparent in the photographs, has
suffered considerable damage — as follows: '

np’i(?) ashene gh(mert)o. God, make ...np’i prosper.
ese j(ua)ri gegseu- Accept this cross of the Gegseu-
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rt sheaj(er)e da rs [clan name?] and
sc’q’(a)lobdi. have mercy on them.
[-] el mabo- ...el supports me.
dzis m(a)mia(s) May God forgive Mamia
codv(a)ni his sins.
[sh]eundv(ven) gh-

(me)rt(ma)n. shemc’eni a-
masca sc’q’(a)lobdi.
t me
amisi
mc’ere[l]-
sab codv([a]
[ni she]midna gh(mert)o.
vin-v(in)ca mog- (uixs)enot,
tk(u)en(ca)sh(e)g(indven)
gh(merta)n; a(me)n gh(mert)o.

Inscription on the left arm:

c¢’(mida)o c’q’(a)rost(a)vel-
t bves-gd

amissa

—na or

-t(a)...

Show mercy on those who
help him.
71
the one who
wrote this,
may God forgive
my sins. Whoever of you
commemorates us, may
God forgive you too.
Amen, O God.

Saint of the C’qg’arostavels
. (“fountain-heads”, name of Pshav tribe)

... this;
... ? of the two??
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