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Abstract

Textual function of pronouns is of major importance in political discourse, which is
determined by the political context. Politicians often try, in one case, deflecting/expanding
their responsibility on the government, their party or on the people; in another case, they’re
trying to relate made decisions only to their “selves”. Referential domains of pronouns is very
important in this case. In this way the communicative strategies of over-inclusion and under-
inclusion is important. The context of this study is an analysis of speeches and interviews of
the three politicians: Barack Obama, William Hague and Alexander Vershbow, within the

frame of over-inclusion and under-inclusion.

Increased interest to the politics worldwide poses different kinds of challenges to politicians.
Such as, for ex. maintain and increase the number of their supporters, being interesting,

overcome obstacles etc. The research made for this study shows that the aim of employing



referential domain of the pronominal system expressed by the two types of communicative
strategies - over-inclusion and under-inclusion, serves the politician’s aim: to involve more
people in the matter by expanding the referential domains of the pronoun. And this may
mean involving more people in the matter by the politician in order to represent the matter
as the people-oriented, or in order to deflect his own responsibilities, or expanding
responsibilities to his party or government in order to represent them (his party, the

gOVEI’IlIIlEIIt) as one team.

The research made for this study indicates that the flexibility of the pronominal system and

different communicative strategies is one of the powerful tools for the clever politician.

Key Words: pronominal system, referential domains of pronouns, political discourse.



